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Soviet Marches to Guard Romanian Oil, Wheat for Reich 
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IMPERVIOUS TO HEAT 


Coughlin Whips 
Up New Anti-Jewish 
Drive on FDR 


Release of the 16 
New York jury has intensified not only the drive 
on the Jews in and New York but has 
speeded the anti-Semitic campaign against the 
New Deal. 

Father Coughlin has taken the lead. In 
same edition of Social Justice in which he an- 
nounced that “U.S. jury exonerates all the Chris- 
tians accused of Conspiracy,” he endorses Wen- 
dell Willkie for president urges a vice- 
presidential spot for Colonel Charles A. Lind- 
berg, 

Coughlin has resumed his past blunt style of 
linking the Jewish people with the Communists 
and international bankers at the same time. His 
anti-Semitism is virulent, al- 
though it’s difficult to distinguish what part of 
the Irish-Canadian priest’s propaganda is more 
vehement, the anti-Jewish, the anti-British or 
the anti-Roosevelt. He rolls them together 
effectively. 

In the July 1 edition of Social Justice Cough- 
lin hits at the anti-Nazi administration by fea- 





Christian 


about 


the 


and 


becoming more 


turing a full-page editorial in which he says 
that “definitely, the New Deal party is pro- 
British and pro-Marxist. Definitely the New 


Deal party is pro-internationalist and pro-Jew. 
Having waxed fat on the raw meat of pop- 
ularity, the President and his secretariat, all 
of whom are Jewish-contro!led, are moving to- 
wards the establishment of dictatorship through 
edict.” 

In another section of the same edition Social 
Justice advocates island concentration canips for 
such refugees as Leon Blum. The appeai is for 
reprisals against the Jews for the war, for the 
“attempted persecution of Brooklyn Christians” 
and the “internationalists’ plot.” 

More than 2,000 persons attended a Christian 
Front rally in Brooklyn the night of July 4 and 
cheered anti-Semitic utterances. The freed 16 
Christian Front men were almost riotously 
greeted. Guest speaker was the Ed- 
ward Brophy, who said that “the Declaration 
of Independence was framed by Christians for 
a Christian people exclusively. The founders of 
our nation were al! Christians and the pursuit 
of happiness the Christian 
happiness.” 


Reverend 


was pursuit of 





Hong Kong and Singapore. 





Japs Still Arm on U. S. Iron 


Within a few hours of the time the government announced that 
the emergency created by war abroad required that the U.S. acquire 
large reserves of strategic metals and rubber, 8,500 tons of scrap iron, 
one of the largest such cargoes ever shipped from a west coast port, 
left San Pedro, California, for Japan and the Mikado’s war industry. 

Now abroad the Swedish motor liner Mirrabooka, chartered by a 
Japanese firm, the iron will be converted into ammunition and guns 
which may be used against Britain and the United States as well as 
against the Chinese government of Chiang Kai-Shek. 
left California on June 30, about the time American and British 
diplomats were consulting over action to be taken if Tokoyo made 
good its implied threat to take over de facto control of French 
Indo China, the Dutch West Indies and the British naval bases at 


About the same time government spokesmen in Washington revealed that no 
attempts to embargo scrap iron would be made, despite Japan's absolute dependence 
upon the U.S. for this vital war material. 
abundance of scrap iron here obviating the necessity to restrict its export. 

On July 1, U.S. government economists found it necessary to declare an embargo 
on strategic raw materials now purchased from the Netherlands Indies. 
provoked by the Nipponese threat in Eastern Pacific. 

Two government corporations have been formed by Jesse H. Jones, Federal Loan 
Administrator, to acquire these raw materials. 
the 1,000,000 ton output of the East Indies. 


=" Cripps’ Moscow Mission Fails 


To Stop Anti-Ally Balkan Move 


Limitless, indeed, is man’s capacity for illusion. 

One would have thought, after the Stalin-Hitler pact of August 23, 1939—the 
fuse that exploded the European powder magazine—and all that has happened since 
in the relations of Soviet Russia and Germany that there would be an end to wishful 
thinking with respect to any help the Allies may expect from Moscow. 

After years of Popular Frontism cultivated by the Kremlin ostensibly as an in- 
strument of battle against Hitler, after luring the democracies into the false belief 


that Soviet Russia was eager to lead the nations 
in a holy war against Nazi Germany, Moscow 
concluded a pact with Berlin which untied Hit- 
ler’s hands vis-a-vis the rest of Europe and un- 
leashed the catastrophe. 

To be sure, Stalin received a good price for 
his treachery—eastern Poland, Galicia, the Bal- 
tic States, a free hand in Finland and, now, Bes- 
sarabia and part of Bucovina. Galicia and Buco- 
vina were never parts of the Russian Empire, 
and their acquisition by Russia together with 
the other territories mentioned enables Stalin 
to play the role of conqueror, of another Peter 
the Great, before the enslaved Russian people. 
Alias for Peter that he should be so traduced. 
Whatever else one might say of him, he took 
his booty with the sword and did not play the 
jackal. _ 

Nor is the price already received by Stalin 
for his betrayal of the democracies the end of 
the payoff. There are other plums to come. 
Great is the carcass of Europe and Hitler can 
afford to let his vassal in the East have another 
piece or two—especially since, as will be seen 
later, such generosity dovetails perfectly into 
his own larger scheme. 

So generous has Hitler shown himself in his 
compensation of Stalin that many good people 
have been inclined to believe that it is the dic- 
tator in the Kremlin who has obtained the better 
part of the bargain. They forget the one simple 
fact that it is Hitler who gave and it is Hitler 
who can take away. The meteroric conquest of 
France and the Low Countries by the Nazi war 
machine, and the sorry performance of the 
Soviet army in Finland demonstrate only too 
convincingly how completely Stalin remains Hit- 
ler’s prisoner militarily as long as Germany con- 
tinues to hold the whip hand in Europe. More- 
over, without German technical and managerial 
help the rickety Soviet economy and transpor- 
tation system would collapse beyond hope of 
repair. 

On the other hand, the advantages gained by 
Hitler in the pact with Stalin have been enor- 
mous and decisive to his whole plan of cam- 
paign: 

I—Freedom of action in the West. Removal 
of the military and psychological disadvantages 
of having to fight a war on 
two fronts. 

II—Complete dislocation of 
y the Allies diplomatic position 
Le in the Balkans and in the 
Gf Near East. Immobilization of 
ass Turkey as regards any pos- 
= sible help to the Allies from 
that quarter. The closing of 
the Balkan door into Ger- 
many against any Allied ad- 


- 






Stalin 


vance from Syria and Turkey. 


IiI—The placing of the entire vast prop- 
aganda machine commanded by Moscow through 
the Comintern and its affiliated Communist par- 


tics in the Allied and neutral countries in the 
service of the Axis powers. Ever since the 
Stalin-Hitler pact we have witnessed the val- 


uable task performed for Hitler by the Commu- 
nist wing of the Fifth Column in all the nations 
overpowered by Germany. In the United States, 
too, the Communists and their transmission belts 
have been working overtime for Nazi Germany 
in the violent propaganda designed to stymie 
American aid to the Allies and cripple the de- 
fense program of this nation. This propaganda, 
















The Mirrabooka 
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Washington said that there is a Super- 
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combined with well-laid plans for saboteur ac- 
tivity, extends to Mexico, the Caribbean, and the 
whole of Latin America. The purpose is the 
same: to immobilize the Western Hemisphere 
for any effective action against Hitler. 

It was, indeed, a grandiose conception on the 
part of Hitler to make that pact with Stalin. In 
nothing so much as in this pact do we find Hit- 
ler’s Revolution of Nihilism expressed with such 
diabolical force. It was, in truth, as was pre- 
dicted by Rauschning, Hitler’s great stroke. 

This week we see this emphasized again in 
the Balkans. But what is amusing, in the light 
of the foregoing facts and analysis, is the per- 
sistent inclination on the part of those whose 
capacity for illusion knows no bounds to view 
the Soviet advance into Bessarabia and Buco- 
vina as the beginning of a rift between Stalin 
and Hitler rather than the logical, uninterrupted 
development of their blood-stained deal—the sec- 
ond and no less important phase of the arrange- 
ment. 

A fact the illusionists find encouraging is the 
possibility of a conflict between the Axis powers 
and Soviet Russia over division of the Balkans. 
Editorial writers guided by noble wishful think- 
ing rather than facts and logic dwell upon the 
possibility, and even responsible statesmen per- 
mit themselves to chase this will-o’-the-wisp. 
London dispatches holding out the prospect of a 
rift between the totalitarians would be, indeed, 
comic if they were not so seriously tragic— 
tragic because they stress once more the reli- 
ance being placed by some people upon miracles 
rather than planes. 

A childish interpretation is supplied by those 
who point to the presence in Moscow of 
Stafford Cripps, the new British ambassador, 
credited by some with the feat of having incited 
Stalin’s march into the Balkans as a means of 
embroiling him in a row with Hitler and Musso- 
lini and thus relieving the war pressure upon 
England. All one can say on this point is that 
it is entirely fitting that Sir Stafford, the em- 
bodiment for many years of British illusions in 
all matters concerning Soviet Russia, should be 
the fountain-head of this latest pipe-dream. 

If we only keep in mind the salient facts of 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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Mexico Faces Revolt as Nazis, 
Communists Await July 7 Poll 


By DICK REYNARD 


Mexico goes to the polls this Sunday 





and perhaps to another large-scale civil war. 


Cutting through the publicity ground out by U.S. oil companies and propaganda 
pouring from Communist headquarters in New York and Mexico City, it is apparent 
that only military action by the United States—to freeze the status quo after the 
election—or some surprise move by President Cardenas can prevent armed conflict 
nations backing candidate General Juan 


between the big business interests of two 
Almazan, Monterey military chief, 
and the Communist “peoples” army behind Gen- 
eral Manuel Avila Camacho. No matter who 
wins the other side will charge a crooked elec- 
tion and proceed to set up its own government 
There is a third candidate, General 
Tapia ,a powerful campaigner seeking to unite 
all the Mexican Indians in party. He 
has no chance of winning. 
This Mexican election is of 
demic interest to the people of the United States. 
Here is no polling to be dismissed as typical 
Latin-American political fantasy of musical com- 
edy tradition. Behind Almazan important 
German agencies which have been assigned by 
Berlin to ascertain that during 1940-1941 no 
Mexican oil will go to Britain—which is already 
cut off from Romanian fields and about to have 
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Wheeler Bids For Nomination By 
Joining C.P.-Lewis ‘Peace’ Front 


By VINCENT ROGERS 
Plodding faithfully in John L. Lewis’ footsteps, Burton K. Wheeler, senior sen- 
ator from Montana, is touring the panacea and pressure group circuit to pick up 
stray support for his campaign against the New Deal’s anti-Nazi foreign policy. 
Appearing on the same platform with members of the American Legion, ap- 
plauded by the same “peace” elements who approve Lewis’ political forays—we mean 


Father Coughlin and the Communist Party 


the Democratic national ticket by voicing 
threats to form a third party to buck the anti- 
totalitarian administration. In less kind words 
this is known as political blackmail. 

Despite Wheeler’s fingering a mantle of “pro- 
gressivism,” he has in recent months failed to 
criticize Nazi aggression abroad. He has failed 
to criticize fascistic and anti-Semitic activity 
emanating from his own state. It might have 
lost him It might have put him down 
among those actively opposed to Hitler. 

Wheeler last week followed Lewis to the 
platform of the Townsend national convention 
and strong liberal” 
movement outside the two major parties if 
necessary. Comment in Washington and New 
York political circles points out that the Senator 
needs answer many questions before he 
come before the public in a new anti-Roosevelt 


votes. 
appealed “for a 


pe ace 


can 


party. Why did Wheeler swing important sup- 
port to the anti-Semitic Congressman Jacob 
Thorkelson during the congressional election 
several years ago? Why in view of Thorkel- 


son’s active sponsorship of fascist General Van 
Horne Moseley and Joe McWilliams’ Christian 
Mobilizers, has this “progressive” Senator not 
actively campaigned against Thorkelson’s at- 
tempt at re-election? Why did not Wheeler ob- 
ject in the Senate to Thorkelson’s persistent 
insertion of anti-Jewish and pro-Nazi material 
in the Congressional Record? Thorkelson, after 
all, was from Wheeler’s home state of Montana 
Thorkelson, supported—and for 
this there is the word of one of the West’s most 
important labor leaders—by Wheeler. 

Much to the headlined glee of the Daily 
Worker, the Senator charged last week that 
unless the Democratic Party adopts a “pro- 
gressive platform” and nominates a candidate 


after all, was 





Senator Wheeler bids for a place on 





pledged to there would be “no dif- 
ference” between it and the Republican Party. 
Wheeler is much too shrewd a politician not to 
know long in advance that should he split the 
Democratic Party, he will roll up only sufficient 
votes to hand Willkie the And does he 
think that the G.O.P. put to work th 
10,000,000 jobless Senator 


“peace,” 


election. 
W ill 


who, the 








“our first line of democratic defense 

Wheeler is supported by the Commu 
tion of the American Labor Party. Dos 
think ‘Morris Watson and Eugene Cor ly at 
interested in American defense? The Senator 
knows that even the talk of a third party ha 
forced the administration to cripple a 
England ca ! I g i 
tion to the Soviet foreign offi or “The ¢ 
mittee to Rebuild the American Labor Pa 

Such a third party would have the 
of Labor’s Non-Partisan League, whi a 
cording to its former leader, Eli Olive 
pletely part of the Communist apparatu 
Wheeler knows that seven ir rtant secti 
of the C.I.0., and therefore part of the Leag 
are led by Communisfs who owe allegiance t 
Moscow and not to American Labor. He knows 
why Len De Caux, Lee Pressman, Joe Currar 


Harry Bridges, Mike Quill, and the rest 
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Lom vardo Toledano, and 





the Comintern-controlled Mexican Federation of 
Lazor (C.T.M.), which has armed and trained 
about 100,000 men along military lines 











blessings. 





Camacho has Preside Carden: 
The incum frequently quarreled with 
Toledano ove policy and nearly broke 
with the l: Fall when the Com- 
inist rty purged all those who criticized the 
viet-} pact. But Car s never pub- 
ly é 1 To iano 4 President 
h inwise to emi-official 
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CAA to Turn 
Out 45,000 
Pilots Yearly 


By GEORGE SHORT 
Special to THE NEW LEADER 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Public 

reaction against compulsory mili- 
tary training, the nomination by 
the Republican party of its most 
potential vote-getter, and the ad- 
ministration’s fear of handing the 
G.O.P. its most effective campaign 
material, has forced President 
Roosevelt and Sidney Hillman to 
abandon—temporarily—the idea 
of compulsory vocational training 
of 1,500,000 youths between the 
ages of 18 and 20. 

Campaign by lame duck Sen- 
ator Burke of Nebraska to secure 
support for his military training 
bill further alienated public opin- 
ion. Congress received hundreds 
of letters protesting clauses in 
the Burke Bill which would pull 
out of employment and send to 
distant camps all men between 21 
and 45 years of age. If any bill 
was designed to cripple sentiment 
for the idea it expressed, Burke’s 
was it; especially in its provision 
for a renumeration of $5 a month. 

It should be noted that while 
Hillman and the President fa- 
vored a compulsory training plan, 
at no time did they favor uni- 
versal. military training. The 
original idea was to train young 
men in the vital re-armament in- 
dustries so as to assure sufficient 


trained workers for large-scale 
expansion. Tke Hillman proposal 


would have taken boys from 18 
to 20. 

Sidney Hillman has now devised 
a voluntary project to train 150,- 
000 young men in trades which 
could bé-transformed into war- 
time production overnight. This 
has been approved by President 
Roosevelt. WPA rolls will supply 
_ 50,000 of those to be trained, the 
remainder will be recruited by 
Federal and State employment 
services. A fund of $17,381,340 
has been allocated to the project, 
which will be directed by Owen D. 
Young and Floyd W. Reeves, in 
addition to Mr. Hillman. 

Training of industry and man- 
power began taking shape in 
other fields. Little will be read 
about these efforts as the presi- 
dential stra postpone the 
administration’s defense program 
to avoid such moves from being 
exploited by Franklyn Waltman’s 
G.O.P. publicity machine. 

Some 10,000 pilots were com- 
pletely trained by June 30. This 
was the work of the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority, which this 
week through Robert H. Hinckley, 
chairman, revealed plans for the 
primary training of 45,000 new 
pilots by July 1, 1941. Machinery 
for this will be located—as during 
the past year—in 550 centers dis- 
tributed through every state, 
Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico. 

At these depots of the Civilian 
Training Program are more than 
500 commercial aviation operators 
ready to teach. Facilities for 
complete ground school instruc- 
tion are immediately available at 
435 colleges and universities and 
in 75 communities where last 
year’s training was conducted on 
a non-college basis. 

Between June 15 and Septem- 
ber 1, 1940, the Civilian Pilot 
Training Program will give pri- 
mary training to 15,000 pilots. 
During the fall these will be 
moved into actual flying schools 
and replaced by 15,000 others. 
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But unless Henry Ford and 
General Motors make good their 
boasts. of producing 1,000 planes 

















a day, these pilots will be forced 
to stand in long queues even to 
ride ina plane. The United States 
today produces only 500 war- 
planes a month, or 6,000 a year. 
In six months, by January 1, 1941, 
production cay ty will ‘be about 
1,250 pla am , or 15,000 a 
year. By September 1, 1941, the 
total will be approximately 1,700 
a month, or about 20,000 a year. 
These totals are for warplanes 
only and don’t include light and 
heavy commercial ships which can 
be used for training. At present 
Germany produ 36,000. planes 
a month—six times that of this 





country. 


KKK Speeds 
Activity in Jersey, 


Wash., Colorado 








Special to THE NEW LEADER 

WASHINGTON, D. ¢ Ku 
Klux Klan activity nt fyi 
1t anti-Catholicism, broke ) 
sporadically i Seattl 
and Paterson, N. J., t} week. 

The first outbreak 6f Klan ter- 
rorism in Seattle nany years 
came wher even hooded \ 
lantes trooped into the house of 
Hiram Thorn, 69-year-old member 
of the Old Age Pension 1 ! 
and wart ) ( 
“radical activity 

In Denver, Colo., the Klan } 
purchased seve acres and a « 
house on Ruby Hill, where weel 
several hundred tin car floode 
with oil, are rned in the form 
of a cross. H ireds of hooded 
Klansmen gather there vowing to 





Phil LaFollette who this week 
again became an important 
figure in Midwest politics at 
the convention of the Wis- 


Farmer-Labor Fed- 


eration. 


Farm Parties 
Shift From 


lsolationism 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 

MADISON, Wis. — Significant 
shifts in Midwest farm-labor poli- 
tics, many from strict isolation, 
took place last week at the con- 
ventions of the Wisconsin Farmer- 
Labor Association. 

In Appleton, Wisconsin, the 
four-year-old Farmer-Labor and 
Progressive Federation voted to 
abandon the “farmer-labor’” des- 
ignation and to call itself the 
Progressive Party Federation. 
The convention also adopted a 
“compromise” plank on foregin 
affairs suggesting that “national 
defense may involve the granting 
of all aid short of war to main- 
tain defenses against aggression 
throughout the world.” Adequate 
natural defense was approved. 

Another indication of the shift- 
ing realignment in Badger state 
politics was the endorsement of 
tobert M. LaFollette for re-elec- 
tion as Senator. Although neither 
of the LaFollette brothers are 
»members of 
ithe Federa- 
tion, endorse- 
ment was 
made possible 
by the amend- 
ing of the con- 
stitution pre- 
viously limit- 
ing endorse- 
ment to Fed- 
agin 5 eration mem- 
Bob LaFollette °°": ; 

At the Brain- 
erd the Minnesota 
Farmer-Labor Party, a left-wing 
group led by former Governor 
Elmer Benson was routed on the 
convention floor on the dominant 
peace question. The fight occurred 
when the minority group attempt- 
ed a substitution of a platforms 
committee report headed by Will 
Mahoney. 

It is no secret that Benson has 


consin 





conclave of 


long been a Stalinite “captive.” 
Last year he was vociferously 
“collective security”; this year 


his peace resolution made no men- 
tion of nazism, fascism or com- 
munism, omitted any references 
to dictatorships, and undertook to 
place all blame the present 
world war on the doorsteps of 
the “international bankers.” 

The majority report, passed 301 
to 180 opposed America’s entry 
into war, but approved in sub- 
stance the preparedness program 
of President Roosevelt not only 
relates to military defenses 
armed invasion, but to de- 
the internal chal- 
to democracy. It also con- 
foreign dictatorships 
bloody crimes. 
question of foreign af- 

conventions represent 
away from the attitude 
of “let’s close our eyes and don’t 
on 
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The Wisconsin Farmer-Labor 
Political Federation had been a 
maneuver instituted to a large 
degree by the S.P. to make sure 
the LaFollettes wouldn’t have a 
free hand. The nomination of 
Bob, desp the f that he is 
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Stalinites Smear Griffith to 


Discredit Anti-Dictator Films 


By SEYMOUR STERN 
Mr. Stern is now writing a book based on the life and work of D. W. 


Griffith. 


Tentatively titled "GRIFFITH: Master of the Cinema,” it will 


present the most extensive study yet made of both the professional career 
and the social philosophy of a film director. The book will feature a com- 
plete iconography of Griffith's films. Mr. Stern spent more than ten years 
as a Hollywood scenario writer and in film production. 





VER since the appearance, in November, 1939, 
of Lewis Jacobs’ Stalinized “history,” “The 
Rise of the American Film” (Harcourt, Brace), 
Communist Party-line film critics and film his- 
torians in the United States have been engaged in 
a more or less concerted effort to destroy the 
great creative tradition of the American cinema. 
That tradition, the oldest and most essentially 
American in the history of motion pictures, stems 
from, and centers in, the life and work of David 
Wark Griffith. The latest move in the organized 
cultural war being waged against it was the pub- 
lication, in the May 17 issue of the Communist- 
line magazine, “Friday,” of an anonymously 
written article entitled “Memo on D. W. Griffith.” 
The line of this misleading document parallels 
that of “The Rise of the American Film.” Like 
the latter, it was written with the cooperation of 
the Museum of Modern Art Film Library. This 
is of special significance inasmuch as for some 
time past, the Film Library has contemplated 
holding a one-man show of Griffith’s collected 
works. Since the exhibit is now scheduled to 
come off in the Fali, “bh. day’s” attack may re- 
veal in a new light the broader objectives of Com- 
munist operations in this field. 
* * * 
FTER a routine Stalinist condemnation of 
“The Birth of a Nation,” Friday denounces 
Griffith for making what it calls “jingo pictures” 
and “atrocity films.” It cites as examples “Hearts 
of the World” and “The Great Love,” released in 
1918. “The last,” says Friday, ‘‘was such extrava 
gant praise of the British Empire that it was 
never even shown in the U. S. Griffith was al- 
ready out of step with the world.” 

What are the facts? 

“The Great Love,” one of Griffith’s minor films, 
but also one of his most charming, was not by the 
widest stretch of imagination propaganda for the 
British Empire. It was a warmly felt portrayal 
of the love of the English for their country, a 
tribute to the civilizing influence of English 
culture, and a passionate indictment of Germany’s 
attempt to destroy this during the first World 
War. Moreover, Friday’s statements are fraud- 
ulent in light of the fact that “The Great Love” 
was first shown at the Strand Theatre, New York 
City, on August 12, 1918. It enjoyed regular na- 
tion-wide distribution through Paramount-Art- 
craft, but was withdrawn in November of the 
same year, when the Armistice lessened public 
interest in war films. 

“Hearts of the World,” a film on a larger scale, 
was one of the most successful efforts of Griffith’s 
career. It ran as a two-dollar attraction at the 
Forty-fourth Street Theatre in New York for 28 
consecutive weeks, and until the war ended, en- 
joyed a proportionate success in the rest of the 
country. Griffith’s sympathies had been with the 
Allies from the start of the conflict, and he needed 
no urging to help their cause. He believed pas- 
sionately in liberal democracy, and he feared 
above everything the consequences of a German 
victory in western Europe. This, it appears, is 
what Stalinist critics have in mind when they 
write that “Hearts of the World” was “rabidly 
militaristic,” that it ‘revealed little comprehen- 
sion of the great issues at stake,” and that Grif- 
fith had only “superficial understanding of the 
war” (Jacobs, ibid., p. 386). 

N the technical side, both Jacobs’ and Friday’s 

virtually identical falsehoods hold even less 
water. Their attempt to dismiss the picture as a 
creative work is nullified by the fact that “Hearts 
of the World” was of marked influence in the 
American cinema. It was in this film that Grif- 
fith first showed the immense aerial and battle 
panoramas of modern warfare, anticipating those 
of “The Big Parade,” “What Price Glory?” and 
“Wings,” by from eight to ten years. Neither 
Friday nor Jacobs’ “history” mentions this im- 
portant fact. 

But Friday’s, like Jacobs’, most destructive 
criticism is reserved for Griffith’s great Atlantic 
masterpiece, “Orphans of the Storm” (1922). 
This was a twelve-reel costume spectacle of the 
French Revolution. The historical interpretation 
was not Griffith’s, but Carlyle’s and Dickens.’ 
Nevertheless, Griffith, according to Friday, “mis- 
understood the French Revolution” and “Orphans 
of the Storm” is “not worth seeing today.” 

Stalinist contempt of this film is obviously in- 
spired by its political ideology and social content. 
“Orphans of the Storm” was the first film in 
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which modern (i.e., post-World War) social and 
political ideas were presented on the screen. Grif- 
fith assailed the French aristocracy, depicting in 
all its horror the brutality and cynicism of a 
ruling class on the way out, and he glorified, as 
no other director treating this subject has ever 
done, the birth of modern liberal democracy in the 
Old World. But at the same time, he also at- 
tacked Communism and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, and he showed how the true fight for 
freedom is often sabotaged by political nihilists 
who mislead the democratic movement in order 
to set themselves up as a new ruling class. 

In a series of important subtitles prefacing 
Part II, Griffith drew bitter and inescapable com- 
parisons between the Reign of Terror of 1789 and 
the Bolshevist regime of modern Russia. The 
theme of these captions is strikingly illustrated in 
the scenes depicting the growth of the terror and 
the rise of street-bolshevism. The word totali- 
tarian had not been coined in 1922, but Griffith’s 
arguments added up to the same thing, and today, 
eighteen years afterwards, the text of his titles 
has an almost prophetic overtone. 

fs oe x 
EEDLESS to say, all this has provoked the 
wrath of contemporary Stalinist critics. From 
Lewis Jacobs and the propaganda-commissars of 
the Film Library, down to the secret author of 
the “Friday” article, the entire clique represent- 
ing imported totalitarian thought in the field of 
American film criticism, has taken every oppor- 
tunity to smear this masterpiece and to discour- 

age popular demand for its revival. 

Jacobs admittedly never saw the film, but this 
did not prevent him from writing “authoritative- 
ly” about it. Thus, he gives out that “Orphans 
of the Storm” was “the work of a man who was 
no longer influencing the movies but being in- 
fluenced by them” (ibid., p. 392). The exact cop- 
trary is true. Except for an obscure and shabby 
production of Dicken’s “A Tale of Two Cities” 
made in 1915, “Orphans of the Storm” was the 
first film baaed on the French Revolution. As 
such, it was the direct forerunner, and in more 
than one sense the inspiration, of further efforts 
exploiting the same subject. Ingram’s “Scara- 
mouche” (American), Griine’s ‘‘Waterloo” 
(German), and Gance’s “Napoleon” (French), are 
three examples of its far-reaching influence. 

In 1924, Griffith produced the last and greatest 
of his Atlantie spectacles,—‘America,” a dramatic 
epic of the American Revolution. Here again, he 
affirmed his faith in liberal democracy and in the 
American way of life. As a result, “America” is 
either bitterly condemned or contemptuously ig- 
nored by Stalinist critics. There are only brief 
references to it in “The Rise of the American 
Film” (pp. 97 and 393), and none in Friday’s 
follow-up. 

Typical of the vague and incompetent service 
of the Film Library was its failure to furnish 
Friday with the facts about Griffith and so pre- 
vent the publicizing of falsehoods such as those 
which have been cited. 

No less typical was the curator of the Library, 
Miss Iris Barry’s, wholesale endorsement of that 
compendium of error, misinformation, and be- 
wildering contradiction, “The Rise of the Ameri- 
can Film,” and her corresponding failure to utter 
a word of protest against Jacobs’ distortions and 
misrepresentations of Griffith. 

What does it all mean? Is the Film Library 
seeking to persuade the public that after “Broken 
’ (1919), Griffith’s films are “not worth 
seeing today’? Is it aiding and abetting a 
propaganda campaign to stymie public demand 
for a revival of Griffith’s films on democracy? Is 
the ground being prepared for eliminating these 
pictures from the Griffith exhibit next Fall, or for 
deleting such scenes and subtitles as might offend 
the political sensibilities of Stalin’s local agents? 

If this is what the Library has in mind, then 
Mr. Griffith would be well advised to remove his 
films and put the show on elsewhere under his 
own auspices. 7 

Griffith’s collected works, above all those three 
masterpieces in which he glorified liberal democ- 
racy and the American way of life, were never 
more timely, more contemporary in social signifi- 
cance, than at the present historic tour. These 
works belong not to the Film Library, but to the 
American public. They are the only films of their 
kind so far made in this country, and as such they 
were clearly not intended to serve as meat for a 
Bolshevik commissars’ holiday. 

Copyrighted by The New Leader. 
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Books and Writers 


By Elias L. Tariak 
They Do It Better in the U.S.S.R. 


“@yNE thing which I particularly liked about the Soviet Union 

when I visited it was the almost complete absence of propa- 
ganda as compared with England.” Do you get that, dear reader ? 
You are stunned for a moment, aren't you? But the author* 
hastens to explain: “I don’t mean political propaganda, but bio- 
logical propaganda, propaganda which disgusts me as a biologist.” 
Now we heave a sigh of relief. All is well with political propa- 
ganda in the Soviet Union. 

In the same book (page 277) we are further solemnly in- 
formed that “Both in the Soviet Union and in Scandinavia the 
press has better scientific news than in Britain.” The author is 
a well-known Britisher, and, again, he tells us 
that “If science is to advance in this country 
(in England), as it should, we need more de- 
mocracy in the laboratories and more demo- 
cratic control of expenditure on research.” 
But, alas, “Knowledge of this kind is danger- 
ous to capitalism,” and, hence, true science is 
fostered in the democratic Soviet Union and 
twarted in capitalist England. The author, 

incidentally, is a Professor of Biology in 
the University of London. 





Elias Tartak 


Yagoda, the Engineer 

LL this, as the current saying goes, brings memories. The 

columnist thinks of the late twenties and early thirties, when 
so many American and European scientists (professors, at any 
rate) and intellectuals fell under the spell of the “only Socialist 
country in the world.” Then they spoke and wrote of the “chal- 
lenge of Soviet Russia to America,” of the superiority of Russian 
methods of education, even of the wonderful White Sea-Baltic 
Canal built by Yagoda, i.e., by the concentration camps prisoners 
under Yagoda’s paternal supervision. 

Much water has flown in the canal and more blood in the 
Moscow River (incidentally, Yagoda’s blood, too), since the golden 
days of the honeymoon between Western intelligentsia and the 
then still unexecuted Bukharins and unincarcerated Radeks. The 
André Gides have made their “retreat from Moscow,” others have 
“confessed.” 

The honeymoon ended in a sensational divorce case thrashed 
out before the courts of world public opinion. The Moscow lover 
was charged with “cruelty and causing mental anguish and 
humiliation.” In the disclosures the world learned of the servi- 
tude of Russian artists and writers, of many scientists and 
scholars either bariished to Siberia for their heresies or com- 
pelled to leave their country and seek shelter and employment 
in the West. 

There are dozens of Russian refugee scholars and scientists 
in America alone: the names of Prof. Ipatiev and Rostovtzeff are 
world famous. 


Bitter Medicine for Gorki 

HE most dreadful case of all was probably the confession made 

before the Supreme Court of Soviet Russia by two famous 
Kremlin physicians that, on Yagoda’s express orders, they had 
poisoned Maxim Gorky. Science and literature in Soviet Russia! 

All this does not perturb Professor Haldane. In a book devoted 
to popular science, he tells us that the capitalist system is bad— 
in which we all agree with him. But he informs us that 
“In capitalist countries we are like houseless savages exposed to 
the sun and frost. The citizens of the Soviet Union are like 
civilized men in houses where they can regulate the temperature 
to suit their needs.” 

Not So Hot 
F this column wished to take J. B. S. Haldane literally, it would 
point out that last winter the newspaper correspondents in 
Russia reported a bitter lack of coal and kindling wood in Moscow 
and Leningrad so that even in the hospitals filled with wounded 
soldiers they were unable to “regulate the temperature to suit 
their needs.” 
Lenin for Your Stomach 

HE cream of the jest, however, comes in Professor Haldane’s 

article om certain gastric diseases which as he says—and 
rightly, no doubt—are caused by worry and anxiety. But the 
remedy which cured him and which he now offers to the world is 
priceless. Let us quote: “J had it for 15 years until I read Lenin 
and other who showed me what was wrong with our 
society and how to cure it. Sinee then I have needed no mag- 
. But the (London) Daily Worker may effect a perma- 
nent cure.” 

What are the “other writers” as good for the stomach as 
Lenin himself? Not Trotsky, by chance? And how should we 
apply the sacred pages, externally or internally ? 

Let not the reader think for a moment that this column is 
trying to persuade him not to read “Science in Everyday Life.” 
By all means, read it. This columnist has had more laughs from 
“Science in Everyday Life” than he can remember from any book 
in months. And—Marx and Lenin know—we need all the laughs 
we can scrape together these grim and mirthless days. 


also 


writers, 


nesia... 





Sancta Simplicitas! 

OR must the reader think that “Science in Everyday Life” is 

an ineffective and silly piece of writing. In all seriousness, the 
book, as a collection of popular essays, is as charming, clearyand 
even fascinating in the scientific vistas and perspectives it opens 
before the reader—as Jules Verne and H. G. Wells ever were at 
their topmost best. 

Professor Haldane has every gift of an eminent scientist, en- 
gaging teacher and popularizer and limpid prose writer. The book 
ought to be required reading for some of our younger writers 
who have not had the benefit of French prose and whom, there- 
fore, it is difficult to read unless armed with two pairs of eye- 
glasses. 

With all that, Professor Haldane remains a 
remarkable scientist and political Gracie Allen. 
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SCIENCE IN EVERYDAY LIFE, by J. B. S. Haldane; Mac- 
millan Co., New York, 1940; $2.00. 
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By Charles Edward Russell 











The News Reel 


i President Roosevelt is indeed the political wizard and seer 
.men say he is, he must have passed uncomfortable half hours 
this week. Some of the repercussions from the Willkie nomination 
were so ominous that they suggested a crawfish to be executed 
with neatness and despatch out of the whole Third Term obsession. 
It would have been one thing to push the Third Term to success 
against a Dewey or a Taft, but it is something else again to get 
away with it against this glamour boy. The President might prayer- 
fully and profitably consider the historic instance of his cousin 
Theodore. A man of mediocre intellect, without vision, without 
ideals, without ideas except to win, he sustained for years an 
ecstatic popularity on the one basis that he was “a two-fisted, 
red-blooded American” that had been a cowboy and a Rough Rider. 
Now comes one that has all the “two-fisted and red- 
blooded” endowment and adds to it allurements heretofore 
irresistible. He began with nothing, he worked his way 
through college, he rose from the ranks, he enlisted to fight 
for his country at its first summons, he became a great captain 
of industry, by his own indomitable will he achieved riches 
and honors—Horatio N. Alger never imagined a better figure 
to fire the American imagination. And to crown all, he was 
nominated by the people and dead against the bosses and 
puppet manipulators. 





Willkie an Exploiter 

And a Profiteer 

N the midst of the seething enthusiasm, rather novel for the 
times, that was engendered by this rare combinatiorf, the ugly 


patches on a phosphorescent career had inadequate attention. No 
one dwelt much upon the fact that Mr. Willkie, brains of the 


Power Trust, was the ablest, the most adroit and the most daring 
of the men that fought TVA and the public ownership of the 
public’s utilities. No one insisted that the companies he manipu- 
lated and drove to success were heavily over-capitalized, that to 
the limit they played the dirty melon game, that they were con- 
scienceless gougers upon a patient public. 

No one stopped to point out that when they sold to the national 
government, they extorted a rankly extravagant price for proper- 
ties afloat with water, and that all these operations demonstrated 
the exploiter’s mind and not the statesman’s. These things (and 
others) will probably appear later in the campaign, but one may 
doubt that they will have much punch. What, indeed, can go far 
against “two-fisted” and “red-blooded’’? 


G.O.P. Promises 
Everything to Anybody 

VEN the rickety, wobbly, jerry-built and manifestly dishonest 

platform upon which the “two-fisted” one is supposed to stand 

could douse his halo. Platform-making in the Republican Party 
must have passed into the hands of pikers. My convention ex- 
periences extend over fifty-two years, and I have not before seen 
so punk a job. It proposes to that tattered old tart, 
Prosperity, to end unemployment, put everybody to work, reduce 
expenditures, and then leaves us to believe that all these miracles 
are to be achieved merely by delivering government to Accumu- 
lated Wealth. It pledges the party to keep the country out of 
foreign wars and yet to defend it to the limit, though how it is 
to be defended except against a foreign foe and without therefore 
entering a foreign war is not explained. 

However, what of it? We are provided with a candidate 
whose career makes that of “Mark the Match Boy” look like 
discarded burlap on the city dump. Then let the platform say 
any old thing. Nobody will heed it. 


restore 


Business Wants 
The "Shackles" Off 
HE candidate himself is yppy. He 
restoring of Prosperity, but he will not conceal the means by 
which her smile may be made to warm once more our disconsolate 
hearts. Take the shackles off Business, turn it loose at own 
sweet will, start everybody at work making things, and then 
reduce prices so that everybody can buy what everybody makes. 
Simple, safe, sure. But first take off the shackles. 


not so not only for the 


its 


Well, what are the shackles that now bind noble Business in 
gyves and handcuffs? 
The Holding Company Act, S.E.C., Wages-and-Hours, the 


NLRB, Axnti-Trust—all enacted to protect the 
public from the predations of the noble. Start 
up the predations again and hear the wheels 
go round in every factor. That is, surrender 
and get a job. 

Sweetly choice 


the thus 
offered to the voter this year by the two major 


exhilerating is 


parties. 
Vote le the 
government in the United States or vote to turn 


it over to the Power Trust. 


abolish form of 


republican 
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Dr. Townsend 
Shows Up 
[ would seem to be no 


Dr. Townsend must 
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turning upon us the brow of reproach and the heavy frown of 
menace. Unless one or the other of the major parties endorses 
his scheme of pensions for all, he will organize a third party 
that will grind the others to powder and ashes to be sown in t 


great dark sea. 
I would to foster hopes that may prove illusory, but 
possibly the furious Doctor might be appeased by reading Kelly 


not seem 


Miller’s account of the gallinippers. Two of them were flying 
north one day and alighted for rest on the coping of the roof of 
the Capitol at Washington. “I’m so mad,” said the first, “that 
I’ve a good mind to stamp with my feet and shake this whole 


to the ground.” 
“Think of the devastation 


structure right down 
“Don’t it!” cried the other. 
would cause and have a heart!” 


do you 


Taxes for a 
Rotting System 
ATIONAL DEFENSE item. [i 


the national debt by twenty-three billion dollars in a fantastic 
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seven years we have wicreaset 





system outworn, di y-rotte d and be- 
A dutiful Congress single-minded to 
heed to this burde vt the 


cuormous handicap it is now to the country whereon it was im- 


attempt to salvage a social 


come hopelessly unworkable. 
nov to 


obey ord rs will not give much 




















posed. But there might well be some considering of it among 
the common people that began last Monday to pay the taxes 
it has caused. 
What of the Negro 
In National Unity? 
wr fervor, with eloquence esearch of language, 
candidates have spoken of t electable nature of Natior 
Unity in these days of trial and stress. And indeed it would 
perfect grand if we could come by it. But what Z n 
that neit gifted speake n | ard flights of ent v 
verbalism has mentioned what would seem to the impartial 
most obvious place to begin. As thu 
One-tenth of opulation of t Uni i if 
complexion somewhat darker than the rest. Ih i nsta! 
the difference is hardly perceptible, but still darker. Becau 
this tinting and for no other reason, all Americans 
in any degree are set apart for helotage. If they seek to defer 
their country by joining rmed for i 
all, or oy menia S I ll Vi s ) . Al 
branches of the service are cl to them, Ww ol 





than ever. One American in every ten. 

Branded for isolation and contempt because of complexion. 

So long as that is the case, you pivot-tongued candidates, 

you must be dreaming when you speak of national unity—as 

you would be if you were to laud the national sense of fair 
play_or the step we keep with civilization, 
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Lord Beaverbrook (abovel, 
Minister of Aircraft Produc- 
tion, this week ordered a 
fuller intensification of pro- 
duction to meet the increased 
bombings now taking place 
daily over England. 


Canada Urged 
To Seize 


Ford Plants 


By GRACE McINNIS 

OTTAWA, Canada (Passed by 
the Censor).—The shortest debate 
last week—and the most heated— 
in the Canadian Parliament con- 
cerned the refusal of Henry Ford 
to make airplane engines for the 
3ritish government. 

The leader of the opposition 
raised the matter in the House of 
Commons, asking Prime Minister 
King what the Government pro- 
posed to do to protect Britain’s 
interests. He appeared quite sat- 
isfied with the statement of the 
Minister of Munitions and Supply 
that the Canadian Ford Company 
is doing splendid war wo Mem- 
bers of both major parties who 
spoke were careful to insist that 
the Ford Company in the United 
States was thing the 


Canadian Company was 














one and 
Ford 
quite another. 
None of them brought statis- 
} but all 
welt on the excellent war record 
of the president of the Canadian 
Ford Company (until recently Mr. 
Campbell 


tical proof of that cla 








Wallace was Chairman 
of the Government’s War Suppty 
Board) and one eral member 
added the Red Cross work done 
by Mrs. Campbell. 
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CCF Protests 


M. J. Coldwell, acti 
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He ma vigorous on 
Henry record, asserting 
that the _ polici diary 
Ford factories in tries 
are controll f 1 M 
Coldwell bitterly assailed Ford as 
an anti-democrat, on who had 
been decorated by Hitle: 

F¢ Henry Ford uni n id 
colle Ve Dar ning have on 
an anathema. A friendly tariff 
policy has allowed him to collect 
millions of dollars in Canada. Un- 
employed workers from the Ford 
factory here who had helped to 
make Mr. Ford’s millions were 
immediately thrown on the relief 
rolls of our cities and had to be 
maintained by the public purse. 

Avoids Interference 

Needl to say, the Canadian 
Government is not xious to in- 
terfere with the Canadian Ford 
factory. The Minister of Muni- 
tions and Supply admits that 
Ford has a considerable interest 
in the Canadian plant but states 
that he does not } how muén 
of the stock he control Po »] 
the most disquieting statement 

debate wa the Ministe) 
concluding one 

“T could mention a motor 
company vhich i doing 
work for the allies in the U 
States, good work for us in Can- 
ada, good work for the British 
Government in Great Britain, and 
al I sume, for Hitler in a 
plant owned by the same company 
n German know how 


I do not 





can be avoided. 
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Page Three 





Soviet’s Move in Balkans No Sign 
Of Deal With British Diplomats 


By WILL] SCHLAMM 
Shortly after the world finally discovered that Mussolini 


was a Fascist, it 


learned that Stalin turned out to be a 


Stalinite—not at all eager to support England’s defense of 
the democratic way of life against the totalitarian onslaught. 
Instead he used the opportunity for getting part of the 


booty. 


Stalin’s march into Romania—far from being an act of 


indirect aid for England, as Sir 
Stafford Cripps and some incur- 
able illusionists would explain the 
burglary—however is not at alla 
routine repetition of the Polish 
autopsy. While Moscow last Sep- 
tember expected a long war in 
Western Europe, during which the 
Soviets wanted a comfortable ex- 
pansion free of charge, Stalin is 


now faced with the possibility 
that Nazi Germany by winning 


the war in 1940 will turn against 
Russia. Thus he hurries to col- 
lect foreign territories—not in or- 
der to entrench himself for future 
military resistance, but merely to 
have as many pawns as possible 
to yield later to a threatening, 
demanding Hitler. It is a sort of 
saving account for rainy days. 
British diplomacy a la Stafford 
Cripps hoped strongly that a 
Russian move in the Balkans 
would concentrate Hitler’s atten- 
tion in Southeastern Europe, thus 
postponing the imminent Nazi at- 
tack against the British isles. But 
neither Hitler, nor Stalin, vy do 
England that favor—Hitler, be- 
cause he knows that Russia would 
be no match for him, once Eng- 
land is smashed, but that England 
could completely recover over- 
whelming strength if Germany 
were to spend the rest of 1940 











Morrison,Bevin 
Run England as 
Deadline Nears 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 

LONDON (Passed by the Cen- 
sor).—If Herbert Morrison and 
Ernest Bevin have _ intensified 
British production and purchases 
sufficiently to replace the 1,000 
guns, the transports and all the 
armed vehicles lost by the British 
expeditionary forces in Flanders, 





the Germans will not take South- 
ern England’s coastline. 

Military experts here expect 
the Reich tg strike at the area 


between Chatham and Portsmouth 
during the week-end over which 
Americans will be celebrat- 
ing your Independence Day. 

To meet that deadline, Sundays 
and weekdays are indistinguish- 
able in from here to 
Scotland. and _ holidays 
have disappeared—British work- 
ingmen and women gladly yield- 
ing them while they shudder at 
what had happened in France. 
Summer holidays are unthought 
of—but paid 
to the employees just as if they 
were on vacations, 
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have 
been taken over by the govern- 
ment under 
the direction 
»f Morrison’ 
Ministry of 
Supply and 
Bevin’s Minis- 
try of Labor, 
which has 
ceased to be 


factories 





the passive, 

i » responsible 

registry of 
A. Greenwood facts that it 

was under the 
Tory Erne Brown until last 
May. 


In aircraft factories, at the 
order of Lord Beaverbrook, Min- 





ister for Aircraft Production, 
work is focused on nearly com- 
pleted machines, so that as many 
as possible can be put into the 
air immediately. 

A gruelling pace speeds through 
all factori producing tanks, 
armored vehicles, guns, shells and 
ammunition. Hours count now— 
and after day, as military 

-e reveals that the inva- 
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the time the last 
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1 to pass through 100,000 
trainee n a year instead of the 
latory 40,000 half-trained by 





reckoning with Russia. And 
Stalin, on the other hand, is 
weaker on a military scale than 
ever—certainly too weak to dare 
a serious rendezvous with 
soned Nazi troops. It is therefore 
highly probable that the Soviet 
army will not cross the demarca- 
tion line Hitler has drawn in ad- 
vance. 

But why did he agree at all 
with Russia’s move? Apparently 
because he is more worried about 
Italy’s military value than about 
Russia’s. He may be afraid that 
Italy might get too great a con- 
trol over the Balkans, while Nazi 
Germany is fighting it out with 
England in the next weeks. There- 
fore Hitler does not mind if Stalin 
steps in meanwhile to lessen Mus- 
solini’s appetite a bit. It would 
be difficult for Germany, after 
having smashed England, to turn 
against an Italy entrenched in the 
Balkans, but it would be next to 
nothing for her to throw Stalin 
out. So Stalin is allowed to play 
Hitler’s watch dog against Mus- 
solini, freeing Nazi Germany’s 
hands for the adventure on the 
Biitish Isles. 

That does not exclude, of 
course, further Russian undertak- 
ings in Southeastern and Central 
Europe. It may well happen that 
Stalin will use the phase of full 
German involvement in the at- 
tack on England for more grab- 
bing—in Romania proper, per- 
haps in Bulgaria and Carpatho- 
Ruthenia (Hungary). But all 
that would be merely a policy of 
gaining more ground for more re- 
treat. 


sea- 


There is little doubt that Stalin 
got the jitters concerning the deal 
the victorious Nazi Germany is 
preparing for Russia. But what- 
ever idea Stalin hz for that 
eventuality (and he has never had 
an idea extending beyond the next 
three months of his bureaucratic 
survival)—it is certainly not lin- 
ing up on England’s side. 








King Carol has 
Hitler’s collection of German “pro- 
tectorates” (another the 
Fuehrer should be grateful for to 
Stalin), and that Germany 
at once full control over the en- 


finally joined 


success 


gives 


tire Romanian oil production: Ro- 
mania must pay for the Nazi 
bombers and tanks, which arrive 


now in Bucharest, with shares of 
the nation’s oil industry the gov- 
ernment always had at its dis- 
posal. That means the British 
and French oil companies in Ro- 
mania must from now on produce 
exclusively for Germany. Ger- 
many can solve the serious prob- 
lem of getting that into the 
feich on trains, need not 
worry any longer about the fuel 
for her war machine. This prob- 
lem, however, is still very far 
from being solved: for the first 
five months of 1940 Germany was 
not even able to carry into the 
Reich one-third of the oil quanti- 
ties she had extorted from Ro- 
mania under the wildest pressure. 


oil 


she 


3ut it is wholly possible for the 
Nazi efficiency to overcome that 
bottleneck in a few months—if 
and when Hungary refrains from 


quarrels with Romania and the 
Balkans remain at peace. In that 
case Nazi Germany, her oil needs 


reduced by the end of the French 
campaign, would be self-sufficient 
as far as oil is concerned in 1941. 





Typical of 
reservoirs 
Lord 


the Tory government. 
the attempts to tap all 


of skilled workers 


are 


3eaverbrook’s call to fitters in 
garages to work on airplanes, 
while Bevin has asked skilled 


workers not on war jobs to come 
forward as volunteers. 
Form Council 
Aiding Ministry of Labo: 
is the Labor Supply Board, al 
under the chairmanship of Bevin. 


the 
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with the trade unions and _ th 
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Heard on the 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


for the Comunist Party to 
es, Daily Worker staffmen 
sace and Democracy... 

, Yanks Aren’t 
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begin chan 
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Coming.” 





New York 
Hollywood 
into 


the 
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Then the old league units began functioning 
Peace Association, Mother’: Day Peace Group, 
Peace Forum, even Milwaukee Ir is have 
the “peace” front. 








een dragged 

Now the Communists plan a nation-wide emergency peace 
mobilization in Chicago, beginning August 31. What it will 
merely do is set up a new front on the structure of the old 
League. This spontaneous “peace” conference already has 
named itself the “Committee to Defend America by Keeping 
Out of War.” Its function will be exactly that which the League 
accomplished. 

Never missing a chance to peddle a few papers, Oscar 
Ameringer leads the list of conference sponsors. He should 
find comfortable company among the other sponsors, which 
includes Joe Curran, Theodore Dreiser, Howard Lee, Kenneth 
Leslie, Jack MacMichael, Max Yergan and Franz boas, stooges 
all. 


od ca 


HAT were Joe Lash, Alvarez Del Vayo and Louis Fischer 
looking so morbid about the other day at the Brevoort Terrace. 
They couldn’t have been disturbed about what they condoned in 
Spain. That was so long ago.... 
ra * * 
UR own wires in Washington pick up the news that some 50 
members of Social Security Board local of the United Federal 
Workers of America (CIO), Local 10, will resign en masse, pro- 
testing the C.P. control and urging aid to the Allies. Similar defee- 
tions in the union locals of the Departments of Interior and Agri- 
culture will shortly be made public. 
rf r * 
OT so long ago John Lewis walked into a mid-western audito- 
rium and was cheered by thousands of workers. Those 
cheers would still sound today but would be created by the process 
—devised in a northern suburb of New York 
City known as the Bronx—of placing the tongue 
between the lips and blowi hard to emit a 


steel 








sound irritating to the ears of the recipients. 
John Lewis’ popularity in America’s open 
hearth sector has hit its all-time low. His 
lieutenants in the Steel Workers Organizing 
Committee don’t like the C.1.0. chief’s 





vagaries and haven't hesitated telling i 
Van Bittner of Chicago, Vin Sweeney of 
Pittsburgh, Clarence Irwin of Youngstewn 
and Philip Murray have joined Sidney Hillman’s bloc in the 
C.1.0. and are bucking Lewis’ party-line opposition to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. Any attempt by Lewis to make good his third 
party threat will precipitate a split not only in Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League, but in the C.1.0. as well. 


John L. Lewis 


EFLECTING shifting C.I.0. alliances are 
tions for the advisory committee on labor 
defense program. Not one of the 
the Stalinite cliqu Not too subtl 


Willkie’s ec: 


the President’s selec- 
y under the 
C.1.0, men is 
was the latter’s 


interviews. 


national 
friendly to 
left-hand endorsement of 





ndidacy in public 


HAIRMAN Madden of the National Labor Relations Board 


will not be reappointed by President Roosevelt when his term 


expires in August. Apparently Leiserson, who has heen in the 
minority until now, will dictate nomination of a new man. This 
appointment is important because the remaining member is Ed 


Smith, who, to put it mildly, is Cl.0.-minded. 
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ERDINAND LUNDBERG 
their names be 
the letterhead 
newsletter, 


Ove 
ha 
opens in Memphis this week. 
the “comrades.” The Commur 
C.P.’ers in the Guild to get 
party bluntly 
reelection 
Result: Don Stevens who endorsed an attack on the ad- 
ministration has confessed—about a column and a half worth 
in the last edition of the Guild Reporter—and well done too, 
strictly in the style of a Moscow trial. 
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propaganda in this hemis re. Lowell Mellett or Louis Brownlow, 
hoth close friends of the President will he 
eee stege Walter Winchell! acc ed it of intended sabotage the 
National Maritime Union is suing him for a million dollars. 
In turn, Joe Curran’s outfit being sued for $225,000 worth of 
libel by Peter J. Innes, a former NMU member. Winchell claims 
he can prove that the NMU has sabotage cells aboard every ship, 
ready with materia f hotag 
Aw? from the land of sunshine, movies and the C.P.’s Hollywood 
Peace Forum comes a dossier fu of news to the effect 
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CCF Urges Conscription 
Of All Factories 








fe 
coastal defense. 


By GRACE McINNIS 


Secretary of the CCF Parliamentary Group 


“ATTAWA, Canada (Passed by the Censor) : On May 20th, 
without a recorded vote, the Canadian Parliament gave 
the Government what several members called “the broadest 
‘blank cheque ever given to its executive by any parliament. 

For the duration of the war the Government has power 
to mobilize all the human and material resources of Canada. 


IAF LE LET RIG POE» 


This gun, ond hundreds like it, form part of the Canadian 





The law has only one limita- 
'tioh: it does not permit the Gov- 


j . j 4 ‘ "ae pac? 
ernment to conscript men for will demand of human resources: 
overseas service. ia . 

There was no opposition to the R. COLDWELL cited the 


principle of the’*bill, all parties 
agreeing that. the war situation 











demands wide powers for the paying the excess profits tax en- 
Government. But there was a_ acted last year. The figures, he 
determinéd: three-day ‘battle to said, would approximate as fol- 
lows: 
Aluminum’ €ompany of Canada, Ltd. sctins cesta $10,836,923 
(or over 16% on capital as defined by the Act) - 
Canadian Industries, Ltd. 4,985,714 
{ory over 28% on capital) = 
Consolidated Mining and Smelting CO. russes 1,471,660 
(or over 38% on capital) 
i] ‘International Nickel Company ........ 29,477,973 
(or-20.8% on capital) 
- If young men are to be con- 








force the Government to state in 
géneral terms what it’intended to 
do under the new law. Premier 
! King steadily refused: to be lim- 
ited in any way. 


Mr. Coldwell, then we have 
also assure that the 
profits tax be raised to 100%. 

T. C. Dou another 





The most stubborn fight for 
guarantees was put up by the 
CCF group (socialist) which 
moved three amendments them- 


continue 
Government 


tions were to 


money to the 


selves and supported one moved 314% or higher. Was this bill to 


QT 





by the Social Credit group. M.J. be purely a conscription of poor 
Coldwell, acting CCF  parlia- men and not also a conscription 
mentary leader, and others, ex- of rich men? Such profits were 
pressed the fear that the Can- ominous. From January 1, 1939, 
+ adian Government would use its to August more than half 
‘ power to mobilize all manpower Canada’s export of nickel went 








but would draw ba rom con- to Japan; copper 
went to Italy. 
The “two hundred families” 


the same way. 





They pointed out that vw 
the bill gives power to the 
ernment to mobilize material as 


Gov- 





well as human resources, it do Innis, are not giving the coopera- 
not force it to do so. In Britain, ti on necessary at this ume. 
on the other hand, Labor Cabinet “Their prototypes in both Great 
Minister Clement Attlee, who in- Britain and I rance have held up 

hil] the productive effort of these 


troduced the same bill, gave con- 
crete. assurance. He stated that 
the excess profits tax wo 
raised to 100°% and that the 
ernmént would mobilize industry. 
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countries, to the disaster 
od 
least. 


ada there is hardly 











: . ‘ount? that is not now repre- 
Already, said Mr. Coldwell, some 6°" nie si glen 
re gas Bi th , a sented in an advisory capacity to 
15,000 plants have been taken ; ans : 
over bY-the British Government the government. We want 
ee ay Rs Soe da’s participation in the 
to be operated entirely unde 
publi eintee! ied on so that when 
the rich will not be richer 
“Can the Prime Minister ¢ poor poorer as they were 
Canada rise in ple tonight after the last war.” 


and say that ther 











profit to Canadian « rs out _ ANDS for a guarantee of 
of the present emerg y- anothe sort came from the 
asked Angus Mac-Innis, CCF (Conservatives They renewed 
member for Vancouver. Ther their plea for a National Gov- 
was no answer. ernment to include’ representa- 
tives of the Conservative party, 
t Mr. Roosevelt’s inclusion 
? . . . 9) R tblicans in his cabinet. 
N behalf of the CCF group as 
" ; Within the Liberal party strong 
Mr. MaclInni noved that ¢ ; ; : 5 
. : ; objection came from the French- 
financial and industrial 2 ces mera | 
; ; : Canadian bloc. 
 . . ? With two exceptions they had 
ore any m allo I nan- 1 
aie % y ‘ , ; no quarrel with the need to de- 
power LOOK pli . ae t } 
POWET ; ie ; fend Canada. But they took iss 
ment We ) € { Dy tne } : 
< \ y Nig with compulsory mobilization 
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profits made by certain cor- 
porations in Canada in 1939 after 


scripted to defend Canada, said 


yight to ask that the Government 
excess 
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British Colonies Fear Nazi Racialism; 


By NATHANIEL WEYL 
Co-Author of “The Re-Conquest of Mexico” 
[° the Nazis succeed in their program of 

blitzkrieging England into surrender by 
autumn, the economic and political face of the 
world will be changed beyond recognition. 

London and Paris are the hubs of world 
empire. The stakes of the present German 
campaign are not merely control over western 
Europe, but domination of the two continents 
of Africa and Australia and of all Asia below 
the Russian and Chinese frontiers. About 600 
million Africans and Asiaties, or five times 
the United States’ population and two-sevenths 
of the world’s people, would be distributed as 
booty between Germany, Italy, Japan, and 
Spain. 

The broad lines of such a division of spoils 
can be guessed approximately. The most Italy 
might obtain would be a part of the Near 
East and Africa north of the Sahara. Japan 
might acquire the Dutch East Indies, the 
Malay Peninsula, Indo-China, Siam, and 
Burma. Germany would seize the rest—British 
India, Australia, and two-thirds of Africa. 
The United States is able to protect Canada 
and the West Indies, but Fifth Column 
work throughout this hemisphere is being 
accelerated. 

These colonial and semi-colonial countries 
cannot be protected if Britain is conquered. 
The armed forces stationed there are woefully 
inadequate. Should Allied naval power be de- 
stroyed, there would be no satisfactory means 
of communication among them. While the 
300,000,000 inhabitants of British India are 
vehemently anti-Nazi, the English Tory class 
has seen to it that they received neither arms 
nor military training. 


I’ this were merely an imperialist war, as 
the Stalinist press so vociferously asserts, 
the colored people of the colonies would either 
welcome a Nazi victory as a stage in the dis- 
integration of empire, or else would fold their 
hands and remain aloof from the conflict. 
However, the British Indians seem more 
clearly aware of what is happening than the 
dialecticians of Thirteenth Street. 

The Indian National Congress, representing 
the overwhelming majority of the politically 
conscious Hindu masses, has just voted active 
support of Great Britain on condition that 
substantial steps be taken toward Indian free- 
dom at the end of the war. The Congress is 
prepared to serve as the organizational ma- 
chine for an All-India defense program and 
for energetic Indian participation in the war. 
In view of the fact that there are five Labor 
Party representatives in the British Cabinet, 
it is most probable that India will soon be 
given dominion status. 

If Britain is defeated, the Nazis will meet 
a sympathetic welcome in the Union of South 
Africa. There they are already supported by 
a strong coalition, led by Hertzog (prime 
minister until 1939), former War Minister 
Oscar Pirow (a personal friend of Hitler), and 
Dr. Mallen (leader of the fascist Gray Shirts). 

* * * 

NTIL very recently, this pro-Nazi move- 

ment was enthusiastically supported by 
the Boer population of the hinterland which 
hates England. The white inhabitants of the 
Union find Hitler’s racial policies agreeable. 
The Negroes are already segregated in inade- 
quate “native reserved areas” and virtually 
compelled by passport regulations and va- 
grancy laws to work at low wages for their 
white masters. They are excluded from the 





trade unions and forced to take less pay for 
the same work. Neither Negroes nor Indians 
can vote, except for a minority of Cape Colony 
colored. people. The Union of South Africa 
has a poor-white population which resents and 
fears colored competition. (The Union of 
South Africa is a Dominion, or self-governing 
commonwealth, like Eire, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand. British West Africa is a 
“crown colony,” directly subject to the British 
government.—Ed.) 

While British and French colonial rule is 
often oppressive, Nazi domination would be 
infinitely worse for the Negro people. In West 
Africa, the British have prevented Europeans 
from grabbing native lands, have encouraged 
local self-government, and fostered Negro- 
owned agricultural cooperatives. France has 
admitted a few of her African subjects to 
full citizenship in the Republic. 

Throughout Africa, the enormities of forced 


Colonials———— 


HE arrest of Subhas 
Chandras Bose, for- 
mer president of Ghan- 
di’s Congress Party who 
left Ghandi to form 
his own group designed 
to rally Leftists into 
organized action, focus- 
es attention on a the- 
ory now gaining cur- 
rency among some left- 
wing “intellectuals” here. 

Bose was arrested for having conferred 
with Mussolini and Hitler. That is in line 
with the notion which calls fascism “his- 
torically” progressive. Thus Fascism will 
consolidate Europe, and in the turmoil the 
colonies might be able to cast off the 
shackles of Imperialism. Then comes the 
world workers revolution! This is highly 
remniscent of Piatintsky’s hailing of Hit- 
ler’s attaining power in 1933 for “after Hit- 
ler destroys Social-Democracy, the Commu- 
nists will wipe out Hitler. The revolution- 
ary path is now easier.” 

In the accompanying article, Nathaniel 
Weyl, distinguished young American writer 
on South American and Asiatic affairs, 
shows why the overwhelming bulk of 
Britain’s colonies prefer the imperialism of 
England to the yoke of the Nazi racial 
theories. The people of South Africa, India, 
and other colonies prefer the rule of 
Churchill to the dominance of Hitler and 
the chances of a glorious “freedom” two 
hundred years hence. 
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labor for porterage and private mining cor- 
porations are being abolished. Significant ad- 
vances are being made in such fields as public 
health and soil erosion control. An indication 
of increasing deference to the mores of primi- 
tive African groups is the emphatie recom- 
mendation of Lord Hailey’s commission that 
trained anthropologists be attached to the 
staffs of all Crown colony administrations. 

On the other hand, the beginnings made in 
the establishment of Negro colleges and tech- 
nical schools in Africa have been hesitant and 
unimpressive, and the discrepancy between 
per-capital expenditure on the education of 
native and white children throughout British 
and French Africa is scandalous. On the whole, 
imperialist policies are least reactionary in 
areas where there are no influential groups 
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Danger Line 


These will be interesting days— 
if they don’t prove fatal. July of 
1940 may change the course of 
modern civilization and culture as 








have other Julys in history past. great extent you are to bl 


One warm July 12, in the year sincerity, 
100 B. C., Julius Caesar was born 

and his imprint is still around 
in sunny sections of Italy. Which 
reminds us that on July 13, 1859, 
America’s last pirate was exe- 
cuted in New York. 

First shots of the First World 
War dug into Serbian soil on July 
28, 1914, and on July 15, 1918, 
thousands of American boys went 
over the top at Chateau Thierry. 
The next day Czar Nicholas was 
shot at Ekaterinburg. 

On the 19th, in 1933’s July, Gen- 
eral Balbo led a squadron of 24 
Fascist seaplanes to New York. 
Last week he crashed to his death 


gress and 





over Libye. On the same day in 
1779 West Point was first forti- 
fied, 


There were other important 
days in the Julys of the past. The 
14th for example. On that day of 
1789 people of Paris stormed the 
Bastille. On that day of 1940 the 
people of Paris will | 
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be ruled by a 





az On that day of 
1777 these United States adopted 


the stars and stripes as our na- 
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July 10, 1896, William Jen- 
only 44 


ars before next week’s Demo- 
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zations. 








cratic Convention brought the From 
ous¢ dow) Vitn his “cross of line, Capt 

cold speer For the curio col- 

lector are the items that on the Social 
ime day but in 1883 the Bowery t 

Theatre wi the first American cheer 
uditorium to lectrie foot- the peace 

lights; while on that morning but a reso] 

1938 Howard Huches, producer of the 





of Hell’s gels, now used by 
American pilot schools for train- 


0 shifted. 
(Continued on Page Six) 


Your role has been one of protection. 
of great financial aid. Why the recent invitations to many promi- 
nent and wealthy figures in New York to a 
Congress 
leaders” and discuss their problems and their 
You raised enough money 
to finance the New York delegation to the July 
These 
have acted as a brake against any attempts 





Browder 


Communist 
Students League, who was to become an editor of the New Masses; 
ner, who was Youth Secretary of the American League 
Against War and Fascism and who later was to be a candidate 
cauleiter. on the Communist Party ticket, and Waldo McNutt, who left the 
J Youth Congress to become organization secretary of 


o the right, the A.Y.C. became a “junior 
lective security, “twentieth century 
policy of the Soviet Union. It was even willing to pass 
tion condemning dictatorship—with Gil ( 
pecial resolutions committee whic 
Following the Stalin-Hitler pact, the American Youth Congress 
Today it is the most active sponsor of the slogan origi- 


nated by and the property of the C.P——The Yanks Are Not 


By DANIEL BELL 


TH progressive youth movement is split and discredited. To a 

ame. I know of your earnestness and 
Children’s 
Crusade for Children in war-stricken lands. But I remember, too, 
the prestige which you have accorded the American Youth Con- 


of your great aid to such causes as the 


its leadership. 


private dinner to meet “Youth 


“financial plight”? 


4th Geneva, Wi convention. 








elected to the 


International; Theodore Draper, of the 


League and later Kansas organizer for the 


Significantly enough, all except Green at that time denied they 
were Communists, each claiming to represent 


its inception the Congress has followed the Communist 


ured from Miss Viola Ilma, the 


lowed the “united front” line of cementing relations between young 
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ind Browder’s boy scouts. As the Communist 
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history of the Youth Congress. It 
presiding committee included among its nine 
members Gil Green, a secretary of the Young 
Communist International; James Ashford, who 
represented the Young Liberators Club of Harlem and who a year 
Executive Committee of the 
National 
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= Natives Rally to Empire’s Defense 


of white settlers and the Crown accordingly 
has a free hand. 
* * * 

N discussing the impact of imperialism, it is 

well to remember that the Netherlands 
administration of Java has increased economic 
opportunity to such an extent that a nine- 
fold growth of population occurred between 
1815 and 1930. Similarly, in British India, 
population rose from 100 to 353 millions in 
the last three centuries. 

These astounding growth rates are the re- 
sult of ambitious irrigation projects, scientific 
agriculture, the introduction of public health 
services and, in the case of the Netherlands 
East Indies, the conscious favoring of small 
native land holdings against the plantations 
by government. 

By contrast, Nazi Germany has declared 
semi-officially that her colonial policy will be 
based on the fundamental principle that colored 
people are inferior. They are to be given no 
rights of self-government and just enough 
education to enable them to work efficiently. 
Their purpose in life will be to serve as beasts 
of burden for their German masters. 

In The Voice of Destruction, Rauschning 
quotes Adolf Hitler on the American Civil 
War: “The beginnings of a great new social 
order based on t2 principle of slavery and 
inequality were destroyed by that war, and 
with them also the embryo of a future, truly 
great America.” Hitler approves “the whole- 
some aversion for the Negroes and the colored 
races in general.” 

On the broad question of the rights of non- 
German racial groups to a place in the sun, 
he declares: “We are obliged to depopulate.... 
I mean the removal of entire racial units... . 
If I can send the flower of the German nation 
into the hell of war without the smallest pity 
for the spilling of precious German blood, then 
surely I have the right to remove millions of 
an inferior race that breeds like vermin.” 

‘ ‘ , 

ITHIN the framework of this intolerant, 

caste philosophy, one can visualize the 
structure of a Nazi-dominated Africa. The 
native people would be openly enslaved. In- 
stead of the present British effort to increase 
Nagro landholdings, German imperia!ism would 
evict the natives from all land desired for 
white settlement. The Reich would preserve 
a mammoth Negro slave corps to do the work 
needed on the roads and plantations and in 
the mines. 

In terms of the Polish experience, it is 
pretty safe to assume that Hitler would ex- 
terminate those Negro millions who were not 
needed for his forced labor projects. 

As in Poland, depopulation would take many 
forms. In addition to the gallows and the 
firing squad, there are subtler methods, such 
as the sterilization of “inferior” peoples on a 
huge scale, the permanent segregation of men 
and women in separate labor battalions so 
that they are never able to reproduce, the re- 
laxing of all health standards so that epidemics 
may run their course, and, finally, the herding 
of “undesirables” into miserably inadequate 
reserved areas with infertile land so that they 
die of disease, malnutrition and hunger. 

All these measures have been applied in 
Poland to Jews and Slavs alike. They have 
been applied to create Lebensraum for German 
farmers and quell the superior natural fertility 
of these “second and third rate races.” As 
the Nazis hate Negroes even more fiercely 
than Slavs, it can be assumed that similar 
terrorist methods would be applied on a vaster 
scale in Africa to prevent population increases. 
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Geneva, Wisconsin. 
As the statement of one of 
Congress puts it: 


organi- 


progressive groups have waged 
e swung 
out to destruction.” 


Part of that story is told by 
member experience in youth affairs at 
work at Columbia University. 
Leader staff and an editor of 
publication. 





Be important, therefore, to know their 
political connections and loyalties. 
Frances Williams, Ed Strong, Rose Troiano, Herbert Witt, Jean 
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HE final words of a discordant six-year his 
written this week as the American Youth Cor 


“That story 
when young Socialists played an important part in 
what was then held out hopes of becoming a 
ment for united youth action. Now we have seen those hopes 
original maneuver fol- go down in the long hard fight 


faith in face of the forces which have at last 


spective of the Wisconsin conclave. Mr. Bell 


City College and in graduate 
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How to Handle 


A National 
(GOP) Ticket 


A 66-year-old Republican who 
has never seen or met Wendell 
Willkie is the “junior running 
mate” of the 44-year-old utilities 
magnate. 

Silent, undemonstrative Charles 
Linza McNary, resident on Capi- 
tol Hill for twenty years, will 
make the race for the vice-presi- 
dency with a man whose political 
philosophy he hated so much, he 
yan away from the Republican 
convention rather than see the 
“ignominous” nomination. 

Minority leader in the Senate, 
MeNary’s urbane figure and an- 


nual acclamation as the best- 
dressed member of the Upper 
House, belies his dirt farming 


avocation. His interest in agri- 
culture is personal, not academic. 
Between sessions, on his 600-acre 
fruit ranch near Salem, Oregon, 
he carries on extensive plant- 
breeding experiments and makes 
his farming pay. To his credit 
is the development of the “im- 
perial prune’—as well as the in- 
troduction of the filbert industry 
to his state. 

His biography in the Con- 
gressional Who’s Who is not dis- 
tinguishable from most of the 
other Westerners. McNary was 
born on a farm in 1874, near 
Salem, Ore., educated in the local 
public entering 
Stanford. There he was a chum 
of Herbert Hoover who once 
dubbed ‘Charley’ “a shade too 
radical.” Then he began a law 
career, and entered local politics 
as an assistant district attorney. 
a term as a judge, and 

yas appointed to the Senate 
to fill out an unexpired term. 

Politically he sports on the 

face the full hue of “western 
progressivism.”’ He has voted £77 
scores of New Deal measures, has 
fought for farm 


schools before 








legislation (is 
co-author of the famous McNary- 
Hughen bill which bought sur- 
plus farm products during the 
Hoover regime). He has fought 
the “interests and the utilities.” 
MeNary’s neat 
textbook illustration of the chap- 
ter headings entitled “Politics” 
and “How to Balance the Na- 
tional Ticket.” 
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History's |A.¥.C. Destroys Chances for a 
Progressive Youth Movement 


Its most grievous sin, however, is that by its actions it 
has led many a fine youth organization to vow “neve 
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National Planning for Industry as 
Vital to Defense as Re-armament 


By BELA LOW 


Engineer and Economist 


E have just passed through weeks that seem like an incredible nightmare. Worse 
that the democracies have suffered, worse than all the 
horrors we have witnessed, is the realization of what would happen not only to Europe 
but also to ourselves if Hitler should win a final and decisive victory. 

Very late—and let us hope not too late—we are realizing that the United States is 
part of the world. We are commitied to large scale rearmaments if nothing more. 
The economic measures of the New Deal (as distinct from its social and labor legislation) 
will be overshadowed or largely superseded by the war economy, which will do more to 
increase production and to reduce unemployment than the New Deal has been able. 

Prior to the first World War, no thought was given in any country to the economic 
had elaborate plans for military campaigns, 


than the dreadful reverses 


problems of war. The various gener 


but there was no such thing as 
economic planning nor economic 
preparation. Even during the war, 
there was only a war ecdnomy 
“in the making.” All economic 
measures were taken, not accord- 
ing to a predetermined plan, but 
as makeshift adjustments to de- 
veloping conditions which endan- 


gered the supply of some neces- 


4 , 
sary goods. 





the economic prot 

and preparation for war were 
studied in the inter-bellum period. 
It is characteristic that this was 


done main in Germany, espe- 





cially after Hitler came to 


power, and with the usual Ger- 
man thoroughness, a large new 
literature on ‘“Wehrwirtschaft” 
came into being. 
number of public 
subject listed in 
the New York 
there is only on 
authorship and 
American conditions. 


. Germany not only studied 
but her 


war economics, but put her 
studies into pra e. Already 


several years before the outbreak 





of the present war, Germany 
more economic planning and regi- 
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mentation of prod ction and con- 
sumption than she had at any 
time during the first World War. 
This constituted perhaps he 


main advantage over the democ- 


racies which, even in the face of 


the gravest danger, were reluc- 
tant to forsake their normal eco- 
nomic life and therefore could not 
prepare as well. We must not 
continue these mistakes; we need 
not only a military, 
economic general s 
our war economy. 
We naturally cannot go into the 
manifold economic measures that 
will have to be taken. T Ad- 
visory Commission to the Council 
of National Def it i | 
hoped, will make a survey of our 
resources, plant 1 
selection of establishments that 
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can change to manufacture of 
war materials. However, we need 
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this plan should embody may be 
briefly outlined. The basic policy 
must naturally be the speedy pro- 
duction of all 
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The government will prob- 
ably eventually have to take over 
the railroads and ocean shipping. 


general principles that 
though utterly different from 
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Defense Aims Fail to Halt 
New Deal Housing Plans 
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hell against being Sent to Europe.” 
challenge were being hurled in the teeth of 
fate by a modern Patrick Henry. Events 
in France have proven, however, that such 
a challenge is empty. Courage is not 
enough. The will to die in defense of the 
homeland is not enough. Defense of French 
soil availed the heroic defenders nothing. 

Not only what one defends but how one 
defends it must be central to any adequate 
conception of national defense. If one is 
merely defending American soil from literal 
and definite violation, as in the eighteenth 
century, the probleng becomes beautifully 
simple—so simple that it must make the 
German generals roll on the floor of staff 
headquarters in glee. For Germany prob- 
ably has no intention of attacking American 
soil. It is so much simpler, and much more 
adroit, more artistic, to bring it under heel 
by indirect political envelopment. 


HE notion of defending American soil 

by patrolling the beach with a musket, 
by manning a few coast defense guns, and 
by drearily maneuvering the Navy back and 
forth between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans has been made untenable by the 
German march through Flanders’ and 
France. The German army has demon- 
strated once again, brilliantly and authori- 
tatively, that we live in a complicated 
technological age and that we have by no 
means explored the limits of its possibili- 
ties for evil as well as for good. The ex- 
ploits of the German army constitute the 
main factor forcing a revision of all ideas 
on American defense. 

Those who hold the “defend American 
soil” concept of national defense might 
suggest that all that is needed is a 
strengthening of existing means of defense. 
Indeed, they do suggest it. And, knowing 
the strong roots of the idea in the popular 
mind, Washington officialdom is following 
just this course. 

But it is precis 
course—and in stun 
any other—that we are having demon- 
strated for us the inadeauacy of our very 
idea of thorough national defense in the 
light of German achievements in France. 
It seems, for one thing, that we are pre- 
paring to defend oud soil when it is highly 


in following this 
refusing to consider 








probable that no one, least of all the Ger- 


mans, intend to violate that soi!—directly 





We are preparing, it seems, to resist an 


invasion that is only a doubtful possibility 





of the remote future—say, of the next ten 
or twenty rs, Which is remote enough 
for anyone these dz Hitler’s sched i 
the meantime, is out | wee 





months. 

France and England were much more 
adequately p. pared fo. defense of the 
home soil than we are or shall be in several 
years. Yet the Maginot Line was out- 
flanked, the invincible (according to expert 
opinion) French army was brushed off as 
eas as was the Polish army, and the 
British navy and air force have been unable 

ing of British 


; ec 
ish shipping. 





bomt 
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to prevent whole 





soil, wholesale sinkings of 
Nor was the defense mechanism of these 
two powerful countries sufficient to pre- 
vent the paralyzing spread of doubt and 
dissension, via “Fifth Column” grapevines, 
in the home populace. 

Merely making up deficiencies in equip- 
ment and in trained manpower, it is now 
evident, not save us. Unless we im- 
plement a dynamic conception of American 





defense, having no resemblance whatever 
to lying in wait for an invading enemy 
behind ramparts over which airplanes may 
fiy with impunity, we shall, it is now plain, 
be doomed as completely as was France 
yith her fine navy, her invincible army, and 
* beautiful (and expensive) Maginot Line. 
The passive conception of defense in 


modern warfare has been rendered by the 








German army as obsolete as the dinosaur. 
He who waits to see if he will be attacked, 
and whose nerves become frayed in the 
g, is lost. Where and how 
the blow will be struck he does not know. 
The waiting type of defense in the face of 


modern technological warfare leaves the 





process Ol Waiti 





h three strikes on him before 

he is ever called to bat. The only type of 

efense that can operate against the Nazi 

type of political and military aggression 
.? 


1IS—attack. 





- ler to arrive at a proper conception 

f American defense it is necessary to 
understand two central facts about the 
1e first place, there is 
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termed author a in 
spirit. In the second place, imaginative tech- 
nological mobilization such as has been 
undertaken by Germany gives to determined 
nque} a power and range that were 
emed possible a few wee ago. 
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One often hears it said: “I am willing to bear arms 
The statement is 


By FERDINAND LUNDBERG 


at any time in defense of Ame 
usually made with a fine flourish, as though a deathless 


Passive Defense of U.S. Fits Into Nazi 
Plans for War on All Free States 


EFENSE is the problem uppermost in American minds today, and with good reason. Yet in all the diseussions 
about defense, official and unofficial, it is evident that considerable confusion exists. The mere conception of 
American defense is not even clear. But unless the confusion is very soon dissipated, it may in time prove fatal, for 
it is a hangover from the unrealistic and indecisive mood that has prevailed in the democracies from Ver- 





in soil, but I'll fight like 





Mussolini are really only figureheads, sym- 
bols, captives of their own apparatus. 

At the same time, the profundity of the 
maladjustment in t 
never adequately realized in London, Paris 
and Washington. Had it been, had there 
been forevision of what was coming, reme- 
dial steps would undoubtedly have been 
taken long ago. The world as a whole is 
a victim of its own lack of sufficient in- 
sight into its own profound economic, social 
and moral problems. 

It is often said that the people of 
many, Russia, Japan and Italy are not 
really behind their leaders. For the poten- 
tial victims of these totalitarian states this 
is nothing but self-delusion. We may admit 
that the people are not with the leaders— 
if the leaders lose. But if the leaders show 
that they can win and that the masses may 
conceivably be satisfied in their cravings 
for a more expansive life, then the people 
of Germany, Russia, Italy and Japan will 
be 100 per cent behind any and all con- 
quests, no matter how achieved. 

In saying this, I have no intention of 
being cynical. I merely recognize, as do 
few liberals, laborites, or Socialists, that 





ase countries was 
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Ger- 





there is no divinity that doth hedge a 
people. 
COON TRARY to Edmund Burke, one can 
condemn a whole people as easily, and 
as justifiably, as one can condemn a single 
ruler. A whole people, in terms of the 
ravished values cherished by its victims, 
may be judged as culpable of wrongdoing 
as a berserk Tsar. I have never, for ex- 
ample, heard it seriously argued that while 
Ghengis Khan was a bloodthirsty rascal, 
his followers were angels. 

So far as I know, there is no example 
in history of a people rejecting the con- 
quests of its leaders. And the German 
people will not reject Hitler’s conquest of 
Europe simply because it was brutally and 


on the battlefield can we 
ill either thrust 
tlef or shall have 
upon us. There may 
us who believe that we 
ith Hitler and 
1able compro- 
ne of them. 
their am- , 











Mussolin i 1 
mise but I, for one, an 

Hitler and Mussoli 
bitions stimulated, and no mood 
for compromise. Even they were, they 
ed forward, willy-nilly, by the 
dynamism of their own forces. They can’t 
stop. They must kee} long as any 
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nation remains unsub] 


ee ATARY organization has been foreed 
on the order of the day for us by the 
events in Europe, and 
ingiy dominated |! 
ciency we 
though not our ends) on those of the oppos- 
ing team. All this goes by consensus, it 
would appear from all current statements 
by responsible and women. 
But how our litary efficiency is to be 
used once it has been achieved (and with 
our flexible industrial resources it could be 
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achieved in six months) is another ques- 


increas- 
sian effi- 


must model our tactics (al- 























A SALVO of well aimed British naval 

shells put the French fleet out of 
the war this week. Speaking to news- 
papermen, A. V. Alexander, English 
Laborite Admiralty chief, revealed that 
it was with reluctance that Downing 
Street ordered war action against a na- 
tion which only a month ago was an 
ally, and today because of a fascist cab- 
inet putsch was well within the Rome- 
Berlin-Moscow axis. 

Dynamism of events today make pre- 
diction impossible. The friendly nation 
of today may within 24 hours be over- 
run by Nazi troops and become a base 
of operations against the United States. 
And even’ metaphorically speaking we 
won't be able to put the British navy 
out of commission once it falls in Ger- 
man hands. 

In the accompanying article, the first 
of a series on America and the war, 








United States. It has become a question of 
drawing the sword, of killing or of in 
killed—or, on the other hand, of refusin 


ruthless—and successfu 


made absolutely inescapable by 
nological fact. The latecoming 
working with 


aptly copied from the Anglo-French world, 





and England, then, are fighting against the 

onslaught of the people of Germany and 

Italy who through their leaders have now 
] g 


obvious designs upon the people of the 
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to draw the sword, as was the case with 
Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark and 
Norway, and being killed anyhow. 
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Whatever stays our hand as the German 


swordsman clears his way to our doorstep 
with thunderous strokes should now be 


seen, by all men with the capacity for 
seeing, as inimical to us. Like it or not, 
we have to face this powerful adversary 


who has shown his at 
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which he will write specially for The 


thor of America’s Sixty Families, anal- 
yzes the Uniied States’ peace pelicy and 
reveals its drastic weaknesses. 


shortly, will deal with America’s defense 
industries. 


Defense 
cynically achieved. The people of France then it is all 
that we may 
only over such things as the probable devel- 
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by the logical Prussian military mind of 
armored transports 
vast ocean areas of d 
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In B. G. De Sylva’s Musical Smash 





All dressed up and ready for everything, Ethel Merman and Bert Lahr 
are here seen in one of their excruciatingly funny moments from 
at the 46th Street Theatre. 


“Du Barry Was a Lady” 


"MY FAVORITE WIFE” 
HEADS RKO FILM BILLS 

All RKO Manhattan, Bronx and 
Westchester neighborhood houses 
this week are double featuring 
“My Favorite Wife,” the sophisti- 
cated comedy of marital entangle- 
ments involving Irene Dunne, 
Cary Grant, Randolph Scott and 
Gail Patrick in a series of laugh- 
able complications, and “Eearth- 
bound,” in which Warner Baxter, 
supported by Andrea Leeds and 
Lynn Bari, plays the role of a 
murdered man who lives on after 
death. 

At the Palace “My Favorite 
Wife” is coupled to “Murder in 
the Air,” a first-run mystery from 
the Warner Studio with Ronald 
Reagan, Lye Lys and John Litel 
in the leads. 

“PRIVATE AFFAIRS" 
AT ROXY'S 

“Private Affairs,” the New 

Universal comedy starring Nancy 


Kelly and Robert Cummings, with 


Hugh Herbert and Roland Young, 
is the screen feature beginning 
today at the Roxy Theatre. 

A special Fanchon and Marco 
holiday presentation headlining 
Corinna Mura, also begins today 
on the Roxy stage. 





Crip 


(Continued from Page One) 
thg situation, it will not be difficult to perceive 
that the illusions of today are no more well 
founded than those of yesterday. 


cd * * 


For purposes of “disinformation” designed to 


* bewilder and confuse Allied opinion and policy, 


German spokesmen have been permitted to say 
that Britain was intriguing successfully in Mos- 
cow to break the solidarity between Soviet Rus- 
sia and Germany, and Berlin propaganda sources 
have not been averse, for the same reason, to 
disseminating the impression that all was not 
well between Stalin and Hitler. Think of how 
valuable such an impression is to the operations 
of the Fifth Column in all countries. It helps 
Mr. Browder in this country, for example, to 
play the role of a disinterested friend of peace 
in his “Yanks Are Not Coming” campaign. 
But as regards Bessarabia it was long a fore- 
gone conclusion that Soviet Russia would re- 
annex the province at the first opportunity. The 
only question was when. And the answer was 
not difficult to find if we remembered that since 
the pact with Hitler and, in accordance with the 
pact, under which each side was obligated to 
take no steps without consultation with and con- 
sent of the other, Stalin has synchronized all his 
moves, military and diplomatic, with Hitler’s. 


It was thus in the Soviet occupation of east- 
ern Poland and of military and naval bases in 
the Baltic states after Hitler’s legions had 


crushed the Polish armies. The defeat of France 
was followed by the complete occupation of the 
Baltic states by Soviet troops .And now, with 
the armistice between Germany and France 
signed, and Italy an active participant in the 
war, comes the division of the Balkans. Soviet 
Russia’s advance into Bessarabia and Bucovina 
is the first step in that process. 
ok +: » 


permission, 
Sev- 


Stalin moves only with Hitler’s 
when there is no danger of getting hurt. 
eral months ago, it will be recalled, a 
in the Communist International, official organ of 
the Comintern, hinted that Soviet Russia would 
occupy Bessarabia. The article was disavowed 
by Moscow but no one in the know took the dis- 
avowal seriously. It had a purpose: to prepare 
Rumania—and the world—for the inevitable. 
Then, more recently, came the removal of Voro- 
shiloff as war commissar, and the appointment 
of Timoshenko, a younger officer and a Bes- 
sarabian. That was the second indication of 
what was coming. The Soviet press assured the 
world, however, that Russia had no designs in 
the Balkans at all, that Moscow’s only aim was 
to help keep the peace in the old cockpit of 


writer 


Europe.. Those who predicted that Stalin would 
soon join in a division of Balkan spoils were, as 
usual, denounced as slanderers of the Soviet 
Union. The real reason, however, for delaying 
the advance into the Balkans was that Stalin 
was merely awaiting the signal from Berlin. 
Poor Sir Stafford has had nothing to do with 


has not even succeeded in prevail- 
ing upon Moscow to curb the incessant vitriolic 
attacks of its press upon England. Stalin 
continue to tolerate him in Moscow for 
future contingencies as may arise, but he 
shown himself able to pull the leg of many a 
diplomat much more resourceful than the naive 
British left-winger. 

Sweep aside all the 
regard the deliberate 
strictly in mind the immediate historical 
ground and the realities of the situation 
you will have no trouble at all to size up what 
is happening and what is coming. 

One very eloquent fact, of course, is that 
upon the dispatch of the Soviet ultimatum de- 
manding surrender of Bessarabia and Bucovina 
the German and Italian Bucharest 
visited King Carol and urged him to yield. The 


the move. He 


may 
such 
has 


dis- 
keep 
back- 
and 


futile speculations, 
“disinformation,” 


envoys in 








semi-official statement in Berlin to the effect 
that the matter was wholly one concerning Mos- 
cow and Bucharest was, therefore, obvious eye- 
wash. Rumanian emissaries sent hurriedly to 
Berlin, according to press cables, returned with 
the information that the amputations prepared 
for Rumania were only a part of the complet 
readjustment long worked out in Berlin for 
Eastern Europe, the Balkans and the entire 
Near East. Under this “readjustment,” whic! 
the Boersen Zeitung rightly characterizes as uw 
expected only for the innocent, Hitler Germany 
is to dominate in one form or another Wester 
Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Rumania 
Mussolini is to receive a “mandate” ove) 
slavia, Bulgaria and Greece, while Soviet Ri " 
is allotted Bessarabia, Bucovina and the mout! 
of the Danube, with control over the importa 


port of Constanza in the Dobrudja, « he Black 


Sea. There are to be certain altera n the 
frontiers of these ftrritories: part of Trans; 
vania is to be returned to Hungary, part of 
Dobrudja and possibly a section of Mac 


are to be transferred to Bulgaria 
Control of the mouth of the Danub 
Russia may be interpreted by the in 
blow at Hitler. Not at all. It merely desig 
to place Stalin in the position of Hitler’s gua 
over this vital portion of the line of sea co 
munication between the Caucasian oil wells a: 
Germany. Stalin at the tf the Danub 


mouth 0 


ps’ Moscow Mission Fails 
To al Anti-Ally Balkan Move 


is no more dangerous to Hitler under present 
circumstances than Sovet control of all the other 


territories ceded to 


Hitler pact. 


Russia under the Stalin- 


There remains one other point of essential 
political and strategic significance: the Darda- 


nelles. 


Dispatches this week, not yet officially 


confirmed but apparently correct, disclosed that 
Moscow was preparing to demand from Turkey 


joint control of the straits. 


In a sense, such 


control would be the most sensational develop- 


ment of the war in the Near East. 


Russia on 


the shores of the Bosphorus had been the dream 


of the Czars for gen 


erations. In April, 1917, 


the Bolsheviks forced the resignation of Paul 
Miliukoff as foreign minister in the Provisional 
Goverriment on the charge that he was seeking 
to keep Russia in the war with the purpose of 
achieving the imperialist ambition of domination 


of the Dardanelles. 
distinction of 


3ut this 


consent and permission, 
Stalin would help Hitler complete 


Dardanelles, 
the 


having 
achievement, too, 


immobilization of 


Stalin may soon claim the 
achieved that ambition. 
will be with Hitler’s 
Standing guard over the 
keep that 


Turkey and 


waterway closed to the British fleet in the East- 


ern 
through 


Danube 
With 


seeking also 


lin’s domination 
» oil fields of 
a body blow to England and an im- 


territory to 
be, indeed, 


mense advantage to Hitler. 


Mediterranean if it 
into 
Soviet oil transports for Germany 


the 


Stalin’s 
to compel Turkey to yield to Ber- 


seek to break 
interfere with 
through the 


should 
Black Sea to 


assistance, Hitler is obviously 
Turkish 
would 


through 
This 


of the route 


Irak. 


teports from Ger- 


many are that her oil reserves are growing dan- 


gerously low. 
naval and air 
be paralyzed. 
Control of the 


for Italy. 


Without oil the 
establishment of Germany 
The situation is even more serious 


military, 
would 


entire 


Irak oil wells is of 


more immediate importance for Hitler than the 


military conquest of England. 
supplies are 
final victory for 

In moving 


assured 


into the Balkans, 


Unless her oil 
there can be no hope of 
Nazi Germany. 

Stalin is there- 


fore performing a service to Hitler every bit 


as important 
3erlin pact itself. 


pact. 


as the 


signing of the Moscow- 
It is part and parcel of the 


Much has been made by some of the fact that 


in occupying 


Bessarabia 


and Northern Buco- 


vina, Stalin has finally completed the unifica- 


tion of all 
with the 
trary 
a unified 


But this, too, 


Ukrainian 
Russian Ukraine, 
to Hitler’s old objective of establishing 
Ukraine 
is illusion. An 


lands outside of Russia 
a development con- 


domination. 
Ukraine 


German 
unified 


under 


as part of the U.S.S.R. is merely part of Ger- 


many’s first dominion—Soviet Russia, 


of which 


Stalin is Gauleiter by the grace of Hitler. 
* * * 


In 1918, 


Kaiser Germany forced upon Soviet 


Russia the draconic peace of Brest-Litovsk. In 


1939, Hitler obtained from Soviet 
the camouflage of a 
pact no less draconic 
implications. 


nomic 


Russia, under 
“non-aggression” treaty, a 
in its political and eco- 
Soviet Russia is today to 


all intents and purposes a German domain, part 


of Hitler’s vast totalitarian 


This will 


empire. 


beome unmistakably clear should Hitler finally 


emerge 


brought Russia 
economic, to 
enter 
Stalin has been obliged to 
Hitler 
Allies. 
him 


dare to 
Germany, 
chances 
side of the 
it offered 
time being 


victorious 


a condition in 


with 


safety for his 
least, 
the democracies in the back. 
“breathing spell” 


against England. Having 
policies, political and 
which she did not 
conflict with 
take his 
rather than fight on the 
The thing was not difficult: 
regime, for the 
enabled him to stab 
It is the Leninist 
-1939 model. 


by his 


upon a military 


and 


But there is no more escape for Russia from 
the new Brest-Litovsk than there was from the 
old Brest-Litovsk except through Allied victory. 


Whatever clashes there may now occur 
result of the 
between Stalin and Hitler. 
is some minor fighting between the 


Balkans as 
will not be 


may witness 
Balkan 
that 


various 
will find 


Hitler, 
Stalin and Mussolini, 


in the 
present upheaval 
What we 


themselves, but we 
assistance of 
no difficulty 


countries 
with the 
will have 


policing the situation. 





Any attempt on the part of Stalin to defy 
Hitler would bring swift retribution and his 
elimination from the picture. 

Stalin may turn upon Hitler, but only when 
Germany’s military might is broken and Mos- 
cow’s interests require a reorientation of policy. 
Hitler may upon Stalin when, with com- 
plete victory in his grasp, he may decide to have 
some one else—sent directly from Berlin—take 
charge of affairs in Moscow. In that case, 
Stalin may share the fate of Balbo and Von 
Fritsch. 

The emancipation of Russia froém the new 
German yoke, like the liberation of the rest of 
Ei depends now entirely upon the victory 
of and. That victory may yet come, but 

one cor on: that England manages to 
hold through this critical summer until the 
United States can come to her assistance. 
And when that happens, there will be “ein 
h du Rechn ng” for all three of 
them—Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini, J.S. 
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Makes her Stadium Concerts debut 
Monday evening, July 8th. 


Cary Grant and Irene 
Dunne 


-— 


At the Palace this week in 
“My Favorite Wife.” 





Embassy Newsreels at 72nd Street and 
Rockefeller Center Offer March of Time, 
“U.S. Navy” and Current World News 


In its latest issue entitled “The 
U. S. Navy—1940,” The March of 
Time at the Embassy Newsreel 
Theatres in Rockefeller Center 
and Broadway and 72nd Street, 
this month brings to the screen a 
thorough survey of the present 
status of the Navy, and shows 
how it will be developed and ex- 
panded under America’s huge new 
national defense program. 

Under the 20-year naval “holi- 
day” agreed upon by Great Brit- 


rance, Italy, Japan and the 
U. S. at Washington in 1922, The 
March of Time shows, this coun- 
try scrapped more than half a 
million tons of ships—including 
unfinished cruisers and dread- 
naughts that had already cost 
hundreds of millions of dollars. 

But since 1931, when Japan’s 
invasion of China began the long 
parade of international lawless- 
ness that led to the current war, 
the U. S. has gradually been re- 


ain, F 





National Planning Vital 
To All Defense Industry 


(Continued from Page Five) 
and political interests above the 
welfare of the nation. 

Another word of warning: 
Measures of government control 
that are dictated by a war econ- 
omy are by no means necessarily 
a step toward Socialism. We are 
now planning? for war, or the 
eventuality of war, and not for 
peace. It is not true, as has been 
stated with regard to England, 
that “during the present struggle, 
the form of the new order will 
be emerging from the old.” If 
that were so, then Nazi Germany 


and Bolshevik Russia would pre- 
sent the clearest picture of the 
economic structure of a Socialist 
society. On the contrary, the 


regimentation necessitated by war 


economy is something totally 
different from the free and con- 
scious planning | under Socialism. 


WAR economy is not the be- 
Socialism, bui 
beginning of 


ginning of 
neither is it the 
Fascism. It is an empty phrase, 


not founded on past experience 


nor on logic, to say that war 
must lead to Fascism. The only 
feature that a democracy at war 


has in common with Fascism is 
the regimentation of production 
and consumption. But the meas- 
ures of government control in a 
democratic country under a war 
economy are temporary and vol- 
untarily assumed by the 
sentatives of the people, and not 
imposed by an autocratic govern- 
ment which seeks to control per- 
manently the lives of the people. 

This does not mean that 
planning and organization adopted 
under a war economy may not be 
usefully retained, to serve society 


repre- 


some 


in times of peace. After the war 
economy ceases and the armies 
are demobilized, the post-war 


world will be faced by stupendous 
economic problems. To solve these 
will require planning and organi 
zation, not only on a_ national, 
but on an international scale. In 


this great task the active co- 
operation of the United States 
will be urgently needed. But let 


us not forget that any solution 
of the world’s economic problems 
presupposes a defeat of the to- 
talitarian powers, so as to regain 
and secure democracy and peace. 

Unfortunately, we cannot plan 
for peace now, we, must plan for 
war. We will have to do more 
than embark upon a war economy. 
We must adopt form of 
military conscription, no matter 
by what other name it is called. 
The natural desire to continue 
one’s ordinary life should not be 
permitted to stand in the way 
of our getting the armed 
we need to free in- 


some 


a . 
rorce 


defend our 


stitutions. Nor should we be 
misguided by those who claim 
that conscription is undemocratic. 
Democratic France, Switzerland, 
Holland, Sweden have compulsory 
military service. 

Above all, we must develop a 
new spirit of sacrifice to a great 
common cause. We will have to 
give up habits and comforts to 
which we have been accustomed. 
Hitler gained his victories not 
only through superiority of planes 
and tanks. He succeeded in in- 
stilling into millions a.fanatical 
ideal for the aggrandizement of 


their country, an ideal that we 
abhor, but which made the poi- 
soned German youth willing to 


acrifice, 
The democracies meanwhile re- 
mained complacent and unwilling 


to change their accustomed rou- 
tine of life. To justify them- 
selves, democracies must be able 


to meet this grave challenge to 
their very existence. We must be 
willing to sacrifice everything for 
liberty. Only so can we succeed 


in preserving civilization. 


July —History’ 5 


Danger Month 


(Continued from Page Four) 
ing purposes, started to fly around 
the world. 

On July 17, 


1898, the Spanish 


Army surrendered to the Ameri- 
can troops. On the afternoon of 
July 22, Korea was annexed by 
Japan in 1910; while the same 
day in 1620 saw the Mayflower 
leave British shores. 

Men started scurrying over 
frozen trails on July 1, 1897, to 
get Klondike gold; same day in 


1919 saw the launching of the 
first airmail Chicago to New York, 
On July 31, 1919, with hope in 


its heart Germany became a re- 
public; on July 28, 1886, while the 
nation buzzed over the Chicago 


Anarchists, Steve Brodie jumped 
from the Brooklyn Bridge. He 
took a chanee—while in 1940, 


July, the U.S. clings to its isola- 


tionism, Germany is in Nazi 
hands, rules the worl? because 
this country refused to take its 


chance... on July 4 we celebrate 


our Independence Day. 
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ALL-WAGNER PROGRAM 
* 
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MARCH of TIME 


EMBASSY 






‘THE U.S. NAVY—1940’ 


Presents exciting appraisal of Ameri- 
can fleets today and shows how they 
will be expanded under U.S. Rearma- 


ment today. 


See and Hear RAYMOND GRAM SWING 
in His Analysis of “WAR IN EUROPE” 
Plus—42 Worldwide News Events and Selected Shorts 


NEWSREEL 
THEATRES 


50th ST. & RADIO CITY 
72nd ST. & B’WAY 
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“Another riotous evening, 


WINTER GARDEN 





SON’S 





The folks were boisterously happy.” 
—Mantle, News 


B’way & 50th St. — Evenings 8:38. 
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Mats. Sat. and Weds. 


at 2/30 








Bette Davis and Charles 
Boyer Co-Star in Warner 
Brothers’ Film 


Said to be one of the year’s 
most important photoplays, War- 
ner Bros. “All This, and Heaven 
" ’ co-starring Bette Davis and 
Charles Boyer, is now in its New 
York premiere showing at the 
Radio City Musie Hall as the fea- 
ture attraction of its holiday pro- 
gram. 

With Miss Davis mm the role as 
the unknown governess, Henriette 
Deluzy-Desportes, who was des- 
tined to become the storm center 
of a scandal that stirred two con- 
tinents, and with Boyer as the ill- 
starred Duc de Praslin, “All This, 
and Heaven Too” was directéd by 
Anatole Litvak. It is based on 
Rachel Field’s successful novel, 
one of the most widely-read books 
of recent years. The cast sup- 
porting the two distinguished 
stars includes Jeffrey Lynn, Bar- 
bara O’Neil, Virginia Weidler, 
Helen Westley, Walter Hampden, 
Henry Daniell, Harry Davenport, 
George Coulouris, Montagu Love, 
Janet Beecher, June Lockhart, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Kilian, and in- 
troduces a promising child player 
in four-year-old Richard Nichols. 

Casey Robinson made_ the 
screenplay from Miss _ Field’s 
novel, and the picture was photo- 
graphed by Ernest Haller, Acad- 
emy Award winner. Max Steiner 
did the musical score. 

In addition to “All This, and 
Heaven Too,” the Music Hall is 
presenting an elaborate stage 
spectacle in which a giant swim- 
ming tank is utilized. Champion 
swimmers and divers take part in 
the show on the huge stage, as 
Ballet, Vocal Ensembles and guest 
well as the Rockettes, Corps de 





artists including Jan Peerce, the 
noted tenor. 
building its navy. For construc- 


tion of 130 new ships and main- 
tenance of the general naval es- 
tablishment, The March of Time 
points out, the U. S. people have 
spent four and a half billion dol- 
lars since 1933; and under Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s new national de- 
fense program, they must still 
spend many billions more. 

In a comprehensive picturiza- 
tion of the Navy as it is today, 
The March of Time shows how 
young recruits are trained ashore 
before undertaking sea duty; the 
operation of college and univer- 
sity R.O.T.C. units to provide 
skilled naval officers; the defense 
of the vital Panama Canal; and 
how the U. S. Coast Guard and 
Marine Corps are geared to co- 


operate with the Navy in times 
of national emergency. 

Although it will take many 
years to convert the money which 


Congress has just appropriated 
into armaments, ships and planes 





The March of Time concludes, 
military experts agree os even 
now, in 1940, the U. S. Navy has 
no equal. On the same program 
are selected short subjects and 


latest news of the world in sound 
and sight. 


“All This, and Heaven Too”, Reaches The Music Hall 


Screen 





At Capitol 


Pixs t eens: 





Robert Young and Margaret Sul- 
lavan in a scene from “The Mortal 
Storm,” which continues for a 
third week at the Capitol Theatre. 





Chicago SDF Arranges 
Conference at W.C. Camps 
(Chicago Bureau THE NEW LEADER) 
Democratic Federation 
Workmen’s Circle clubs 
and sympathetic organizations are 
urged by Nick Pesch, S.D.F. state 
not to arrange any con- 
flicting affairs for the weekend 
of August 17 and 18. On these 
two days a concert has been ar- 
ranged for Saturday evening and 
an all-day conference for Sunday. 
The S.D.F.’s outstanding event of 
the season will be held in the 
beautiful summer camp of the 
Workmen’s Circle located in South 
Haven, Mich. A complete list of 
speakers for the conference and 
the artists for the concert will 
appear in a later issue of The 
New Leader. 
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THEATRE 
PARTIES 


Party Branches and sympa- 
thetic organizations are re- 
quested when planning theatre 
parties to do so through the 
Theatrical Department of THE 
NEW LEADER. Phone Algon- 
quin 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
nsard Feinman, Manager, New 
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AYC Destroys Chances fora 664 Fete August Claessens 
Progressive Youth Movement Af¢ Testimonial Dinner 


(Continued from Page Four) 
are not indigeneous to and whose conceptions of youth’s needs are 
not rooted in the problem’s of American life? 

RAPID survey of a number of leading organizations shows 

that within the last six months the following groups have 
definitely broken from the Youth Congress: Young People’s 
League of the United Synagogues, Student Peace Service, Junior 
Hadassah, Young People’s Socialist League, Young Judea, Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. Breaking away now are the National Council 
of Methodist Youth, the Co-op League, the Youth Committee 
Against War, the Unitarians, the Congregationalists, Baptists 
and other denominational groups. 

Reported to be dissident: National Intercollegiate Christian 
Council (NICC), National Student Federation of America (NSFA),. 
Cooperating organizations, never formally affiliated, who have 
turned away: Farmers Union, Workmen’s Circle, Young Poale 
Zion, Southern Tenant Farmers Union, Avukah (student Zionists), 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peoples, 
and the Presbyterian Youth group. 

N the eve of the sixth convention this week-end at Geneva, 

Wis., the following grouping comes to the fore: 

1. The pro-Administration blocs in the Congress, com- 
posed mainly of the Communist youth front organizations. These 
are the American Student Union, the International Workers 
Order, the Southern Negro Youth Congress, ete., and some bona- 
fide organizations, some of which have Communists in key posts, 
notably Rose Troiano of the Industrial Department of the Y.W.C.A. 

This year this group will be buttressed by delegates from 
several C.I.0. unions under Communist domination. In charge of 
this work of rounding up C.I.0. delegates is Roy Lancaster, new 
Youth Director of Labor’s Non-Partisan League. The bright spot 
on Mr. Lancaster’s record is his expulsion from the Socialist Party 
in 1936 as being a Communist “plant.” 

2. Within the Youth’ Congress there will be several opposition 
groups. One will be led by Murray Plavner and sponsored by 
Gene Tunney. 

LAVNER today is the blind for reactionary interests in this 

country which seek not only the destruction of the A.Y.C., but 
more, to tar every progressive youth organization and action with 
the stigma of the A.Y.C. 

This year Plavner is all the more dangerous. Plavner’s attempt 
represents today an open move by Catholic interests against the 
whole fabric of modern education and modern progressive methods. 
Plavner is part of the same front which was the spearhead in 
the Bertrand Russell case, the Jablanower case in New York’s 
school system, and the recent Tammany drive which passed several 
bills in the New York State Legislature ordering time for re- 
ligious instruction in all secular state-supported schools. 

Another group is composed of organizations which have re- 
cently battled the pro-Communist elements in the national cabinet. 
Among these will be the NICC and the NSFA representatives 
and such men as Joseph P. Lash, deposed head of the A.S.U., and 
Robert Spivack of the International Student Service. Ideologically 
this latter group is pro-Ally, pro-New Deal, and will attempt a 
denunciation of Russia’s foreign policy. 

Outside the A.Y.C. is the Campaign for Youth Needs. While 
motivated by Socialists, it has received the cooperation of groups 
which have become disgusted with the AYC. These include the 
Workmen’s Circle, Avukah, the Young Poale Zion, the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Uunion, the Methodist Youth, and several others. 
It has been endorsed by the International Ladies Garment Workers. 
This organization is against totalitarianism, whether it be red, 
brown or black, and believes in a different approach to American 
youth—more in what it styles a “grass-roots approach.” 
Y C CONTROL is manipulated through its control of the 

owveaede leadership and its control of the national cabinet. The 
annual conventions are huge, cumbersome affairs, wide open as to 
credentials and delegates. 

The national cabinet, which supposedly meets every two weeks 


to check policy, is chosen by a caucus the A.Y.C. meeti 
".C.L., and Bert 





Carl Ross, public relations secretary of t 
head of the American Student Union, have often sat in 
sessions although they are not members. 

A. perusal of the minutes of cabinet sessions will show that 
the average attendance is thirteen and that the Y.C.L. maintains 
a neat control. 

The most recent internal fight in the national cabinet centered 
on the re-affirmation of the position of the A.Y.C. against Com- 


munism and Fascism which was sought in a resolution introduced 


cabinet 


by Mary Jeanne McKay (NSFA) a short time ago. The leader- 
ship of the A.Y.C. opposed this resolution, even though the con- 
vention decision condemning both f dictatorship is still 


on the books. They fought it stre forcing thr 
vote by proxy arrangement, the first time in the cabinet. 
a mail vote was ordered and the motion lost. 

The forcing of policy down the throats of non-Communist 
groups began much earlier, however. One glaring example will 
show the complete lack of democratic procedure as well as show 
how the A.Y.C. position dovetails with C.P. policy changes. 

On September 28, 1939, Joe Cadden read to the cabinet a letter 
the office had sent President Roosevelt urging the repeal of the 
arms embargo in vigorous terms. On October 7, 1939, he moved to 
abandon the drive for the repeal of the embargo. The vote at 
the assembly was 16 to 9, with eight refusing to vote on the 
grounds that the assembly had no right to change a convention 
decision. 

The youth movement is not dead. As long as the youth problem 
exists, there will be a youth movement. Those who believe in the 
democratic way in providing progressive loyalties must spring to 
the fore, lest youth follow the path of the A.Y.C. leading to a blind 
alley of despair—the Christian Front is the subsequent gainer. 
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Six-hundred and sixty-four New 
York Social Democrats, 2 
unionists and Workmen’s 
members sat down to 
the Hotel Capitol on 
evening, June 27, and applaudex 
speeches, some grave, some hu- 
morous, and all cordial, by 

Finestone, Esther 
Henry Fruchter, Adolph Held, Dr. 
I. Knox, Algernon Lee, Abraham 
Miller, Judge Jacob Panken, 
Samuel Shore, and Louis Wald- 
man, welcoming August Claessens 
back from a seven-week speaking 
tour across the continent and con- 
gratulating him on thirty years 












of devoted service to the Socialist 
and Labor movement. Messages 


indi- 








were read from many other 
viduals and organizations. 

When it came time for the 
guest of honor to respond, he re- 
fused to use the ‘mike,’ mounte 
a chair in 
made a talk that combined 
and friendly feeling, rolli 
fun, and an earnest appeal for re- 
doubled activity in these critical 
times. 





d 
lieu of a soapbox, and 






cking 






Samuel Shore, vice-president of 


the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union, speaking for 
President Dubinsky as sf 
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imself, devoted part of 





to an emphatic demand 
on the trade union field 
than at any other time,’ 
“it devolves upon us to have our 
minds clear and our hearts pure. 
We must have unity of i 
unity of purpose, and uni 
action. We can no longer 


patience, we cannot refrain fron 


SLRB Favors 
Craft Unions 
In Dept. Stores 








he said, 











A significa victory for or- 
va 1 labor was won t eek 
when the State Labor 
Board ruled that indivi 
partments in large-scale 
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condemnation of anyone who con- 
t ies to saw the seeds of discord, 
disruption and confusion, who 


persists in ever ning the rift 












in Labo ranks- even John 
L. Lewis.” 

A me ve was sent by the 
e'athering to the Hollywood Hotel, 


where 1,100 members of the Com- 
nittee to Defend America by Aid 
to the Allies were n 





session, 






success in 
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we belong 





organi 


are also participating.” 











Over $600.00 contributed 

» a fund for carrying on 
ties of the § Democratic 
Federation, of which August 
Claessens is executive secretary. 


Charles Poletti, who was ap- 
pointed N. Y. State Coordi- 
nator of defense prepara- 
tions. His first duty is the 
setting up of a vocational 
training program for youth. 
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Mexico Faces Revolt as Nazis,” 


Communists Await July 7 P oll 


(Continued from Page One) 
navy would be around to blockade Europe. The 
United States would then be faced th either 
watching the Reich sap Mexico of war materials 
or with taking naval action to embargo Mexican 
produce—which means unaided by any other 
power. 

A Mexican government friendly to a foreign 
power would mean a government which would 
permit the construction of air bases along the 
Rio Grande. A large bomber can fly from Mex- 
ico City—which is 900 miles south of the border 
—to industrialized Pittsburg in about 19 hours, 
to New York City in 21% hours, to Chicago in 
15'’% hours, to Los Angeles in 12 hours, to Pan- 
ama in 27 hours. From the Rio Grande to vital, 
bottleneck U.S. cities flying time decreases by 
three to four hours. 

Only a fragment of the truth of the opera- 
tions in Mexico of Dietrich, the Nazi ringleader, 
has been published, but his operations became so 
bold that the Mexican government had to drive 
him out of the country. Nazi airplane landing 
fields in Mexico are more numerous than is gen- 
erally known although it is said on good author- 
ity that 26 can be identified. 

The airline, LAMSA, that runs from C. Juarez 
(opposite El Paso, Texas) to San Luis Petesi 











and Mexico City, is owned by Germans. 

There seems to be a tie-up between the CTM 
and the German Legation, not to say anything 
about Moscow. 

The POPULAR of May 30, carried a story 
about the U.P. b , a Yankee imperialist 
agency, and published reproductions of cables 
stolen from the files of the U.P. correspondent, 
Morgan, which were in newspaper code. When 
Morgan went to see the Procurador General (At- 
torney General) about this theft, he was told to 
ask Dietrich, the Chief of the German Props,- 
aganda who has been expelled since, how these 
cables got into the possession of the Popular. 
The Popular is the daily of the CTM. 

Jose Vascencelos, who used to be Minister of 
Education during the Obregon period, and who 
is recognized as one of Mexico’s greatest intel- 
lectuals, s been and probably still is in the 
pay of the Germans, who through him published 
a magazine called EL TIMON. The day after 
Dietrich’s expulsion the enclosed ad appeared 
in the newspapers “Since E] Timon is a Mexican 
magazine, nacionalist, which does not want to 
oppose the external politics of the Government, 
we see ourselves obliged to suspend its publica- 
tion, but we are not disposed to abandon our 
pro-German sympathies.” 














Passive Defense of U.S. Fits Into Nazi 
Plans for War on All Free States 


(Continued from Page Five) 
Avenue, or on Boston Common. No Amer- 
ican government, if an enemy got that far, 
would have the ability to carry on. Strateg- 
ically, an invasion of the United States need 
amount to no more than a disorganization 
of the industrial northeast. With the north- 
eastern corner disrupted the invader would 
be master of the continent and everything 
west and south of Pittsburgh would fall 
into his lap. 

In a technological age that has multiplied 
a thousandfold the destructiveness and range 
of engines of warfare, and that has con- 
centrated a nation’s whole power of resist- 
ance in small industrial areas, it is worse 
than childish to be willing to defend New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington or 
Pittsburgh “to the last stone.” I may be 
unduly prejudiced, but it seems a much bet- 
ter public policy to defend the United 
States, if defense is necessary, down to the 
last stone in Germany. 





2 ic enemy pas not only declared against 

us in print but he has amazingly shown 
his ability to make good his threats. It is 
clearly time that we took him at his word 
and fully recognized his ability. And rather 
than wait for him to spring upon us, rather 
than give him time to mobilize his resources 
and strength and allies, it seems to me the 
better part of wisdom that we adopt as the 
general order of the day the command that 





as gone out to the American Navy at cer- 

tain times in our history: “Seek out the 
enemy wherever he may be and destroy 
him. 


So convenient to the dictators is the idea 
that the United States should never again 


nada v ferce abroad, an idea 








,exrne 





‘Id in the popular mind today, 





I it might have been manufactured in 
3erlin. 

Americans who voice the idea are often 
heard saying they will fight for their homes, 
women and children, but will not enter 
a foreign battlefield. Few have probably 
stopped to analyze the implications of their 

i Is it that they want the com- 
panionship of their families on the battle- 
field? 

Rather than look for a battlefield near 
home, Americans should in a time of dan- 





reservat 





ger look with respect on a political leader- 
ship that would give them a decisive battle- 
field far away from home and family. A 
Belleau Wood would seem to me far bette 
A complicating factor 


than a Gettysburg. 
j course, is the re- 


in the present crisis, « 
membrance of the Wilsonian fakery of the 
last war, when Germany represented no 
threat whatever to the American people but 
did represent a threat to the London-New 
York banking syndicate. Nazidom, how- 
ever, is a different matter, and finance capi- 
talism is finished whether we defeat the 
Nazis or are put under their diplomatic 
yoke. The question now is not one of sav- 
ing imperialist economies (which are fin- 
ished anyhow) but of saving peoples, in- 
cluding ourselves, from stultifying political 
é moral subjugation. 

+ whloegrengee lessons have been taught Amer- 

ica by tl 


by the easy German march through 





Flanders and France. The paramount les- 
imaginatively 
can perform miracles. A second lesson is 
that passive defense to 
treason in its effects. A third lesson is that 
what tanks and airplanes have wroug! 
within a comparatively small radius can 


aircraft 


used, 





son is that machines, 


lay amounts to 





be wrought by tanks, airplanes, 






carriers and a modern battlefleet wit 


world radius. A fourth lesson 
one must strike before o 
yne ust seek ou 
nay be and de } 
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vast. Why should the barely scratched dic- 
tators hold back? 

We may, it is said, rely on our fleet, 
which is the best in the world. But the 
French army was conceded by all authori- 
ties, including German and Italian, to be 
the best in the world, and it now lies hacked 
to ribbons. What will happen to the United 
States, with all its traditional libertarian 
aspirations, if the Navy is defeated, as it 
ean be defeated, by the imaginative use of 
unknown factors? As matters stand, the 
country is wide open to effective invasion 
once the Navy is defeated or out-tricked, 
or if it is only immobilized in one ocean 
while an attack comes in another. 

This eventuality may not be on the imme- 
diate agenda of history. If England is de- 
feated in the summer months, however, it 
becomes a near possibility that the United 
States may not only be encircled and in- 
vaded but effectively conquered by an Axis 
coalition. 

A few months ago such a prospect would 
have seemed fantastic. But at this moment 
we must remember that Hitler has reduced 
one formidable rampart of world order after 
the other with incredible ease. Only one 
now stands between us and the full fury 
of governments that not only openly hate 
us but covet our resources, fear our powers 
of organization. That rampart is the Brit- 


ish Empire. 


a : eas 
- view oO i 


would a dynamic conception of American 
defense operate? 

One of the needs inherent in the current 
situation is that strong moral support be 


crisis now upon us, how 


given to England, and to Russia and Turkey 
f they have any intention of resisting Hit- 


ler in Eastern Europe. Anti-Hitler back- 
bones need stiffening, and the only way the 
United States can give such stiffening is by 
declaring war as soon as possible on Rome 
and Berlin. 

Whether such a declaration is politically 
another question. So many du- 
bious elements are taking advantage of 
the fact that this is an election year that 
perhaps it is not possible. On the other 
hand, with two strong Republicans in the 
Cabinet, perhaps it is possible. A declara- 
tion of war would not only tell England- 
and Russia and Turkey—that the United 
States is coming, but it would instantly 
galvanize all thinking in this country to- 
ward the implementation of the war effort. 

Perhaps in the beginning we could not 
i What is useful 
of our air force could be transferred to an 
English base, and our pilot-power could be 
transferred to England. The navy could be 
shifted into the Atlantic, to protect lines of 
communication with our European bridge- 
head in England. The country as a whole 
could immediately be placed on a war foot- 
ing, out of recognition of the fact that it is 
only a question of now or later, with cir- 
cumstances now somewhat favoring us in 
that we would have a bridgehead in Europe 
which we would lack later when Hitler might 
be able to establish a bridgehead in Latin 
America. Full technical mobilization of the 
should parallel these actions. 


possible is 


give adequate material aid. 








country 





Once our English brideghead is lost—as 
it unquestionably can be lost under the on- 
slaught of Nazi planes, submarines, torpedo 
boats, parachutists, and possible surprise 
landing forces operating in inclement 
weather—the American line of defense is 
much nearer the homes, shops, 





pushed in 


actories and farms of the country. 
Not to recognize this in the light of 
recent events is to be unrealistic and even 


After what the Nazis have 
done to France and England on the Con- 
tinent it must be recognized that, after a 








reatning sj during which they may 
obilize all their new iropean resources 
the full, they can do much more. And 
attempting to meet in the future th 


world dominion we 


» to spend as much in treasure and 
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Nazi drive for absolv 

















nergy—and more in lives—as by fighting 
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well collapse as did the people of France, 
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THE WAR COMES HERE 


HE war has come to America, as one New York reporter 
put it in writing about the bomb at the World's Fair. 
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By Charles Yale Harrison 


{The following fragment from the chapter 
“Prelude to Destiny” is from Dr. Jan Paasikivi’s 
monumental historical work entitled “A History 
of the United States: 1900-2055.” Jt was pub- 
lished in the year 2073 at Helsinki, the original 
manuscript of which is now in the University 
of Stockholm.) 


In the summer of 1940, a fateful one for the 
American people, it seemed as if nothing would 
waken the young republic from the lethargy of 
cynicism and indifference into which it had 
fallen. Like France, which but a few weeks 
before had been forced to its knees by the might 
of the heavily armed and closely coordinated 
German nation, the United States was reclining 
comfortably against the cushions of its social 
shibboleths of yesterday. 

Important sections of the upper classes were 
openly callous and contemptuous of the fate 
which threatened the country. As is customary 
with all ruling classes, their primary concern 
was with special privilege; as long as that lasted, 
nothing else mattered. Bankers, industrialists 
and other great beneficiaries of the social order 
took little pains to conceal their preference for 
fascism over Rooseveltian revolution, by which 
term was meant—quaint as it may sound today— 
a more equitable distribution of wealth by means 
of taxation. 

With authority held in contempt by precisely 
those who should have respected it, and with the 
crassest materialism dominant in the upper and 
middle classes, such expressions as freedom, 
democracy and the dignity of man were looked 
upon by increasing numbers with disbelief or 
skeptical scorn. On the battlefields of Europe 
the hardened and frenzied armies of Hitler were 
driving toward the west with relentless fury, but 
in the large cities of America the youth of the 
so-called upper classes were living in a state which 
can only be described as pampered parasitism. 

Illustrative of this attitude we quote a maga- 
zine that catered to the tastes of the upper and 
middle classes. A few days before the assault 
upon England and a few months before the inter- 
national crisis deepened for America, it said: 
“This year it has. suddenly become imperative 
to sustain the outward forms of civilized living. 
Dressing for dinner is one of them.” At the 
time this was written, there were millions living 
on the perilous edge of actual starvation, ten 
million workers were unemployed and vast sec- 
‘tions of the population, particularly in the South 
and in. the Southwest, were kept in a state that 
can only be termed as degrading. (See Chapters 
XIV and XV on Slavery and Sharecropping, 
pp. 249 ff.) 

If the upper classes were unfit to rule, the 
working. class was equally impotent in the face 
of the impending crisis. Torn by dissension, 
preyed upon by crass opportunists who termed 
themselves leaders of labor, schooled in a phi- 
losophy that called for the abstention from all 
political activity as a class, the American labor 
movement, gigantic but blind, stood waiting for 
the blow to fall. And while the farmers, those 
eternal individualists, declared themselves ready 
to:die in the defense of their small holdings, 
their inherent provincialism made it impossible 
for them to realize the enormity of the danger 
in Europe. 

For nearly two decades prior to catastrophe, 


American intellectuals, though having little in 
common culturally or economically with Russia, 
were strangely influenced by what was then 
known as “the Soviet experiment.” In the light 
of the disclosures that followed the opening of 
the Russian archives after the democratic revo- 
lution in the middle of the last century, it seems 
unbelievable that adults in their right senses 
could have been deluded by the crudities and 
forgeries of the Bolshevik propaganda machine. 
Yet the fact remained that thousands of intel- 
lectuals and workers, particularly after the 
signing of the Hitler-Stalin pact, found them- 
selves opposed to the democracy as practiced by 
England, France and the United States in favor 
of the tyrannical system which obtained in 
Russia. 

Although survivors of the disastrous French 
retreat from the Meuse reported that French 
soldiers who sympathized with the Soviet regime 
deliberately aided in creating panic in the ranks 
of General Corap’s army, the American govern 
ment not only continued to countenance American 
communist activity but actually allowed parti- 
sans of the Stalin-Hitler rapprochement to 
function as a legal political party, a.fact which 
served admirably to conceal its subversive, 
treasonable operations. Important functionaries 
of the government, the wives of a cabinet officer 
and a justice of the Supreme Court, and even the 
wife of the President himself were suspected of 
being in sympathy with organizations known to 
be in league with agents of the Kremlin. 


Thus, with the country split by conflicting 
economic interests, with sections rotten with the 
lust for ease and further decayed by cynicism, 
and with sociological naivete the rule rather 
than the exception, the first response to the 
military and economic danger of the dictator- 
ships was ill-considered, haphazard, if not 
hysterical. Budgets for increased military pre- 
paredness were voted hastily without any careful 
survey of the exact needs for the future. Semi- 
literate congressmen and antiquated generals 
and admirals passed upon measures, the serious- 
ness of which they but dimly comprehend. An 
artificial business boom, fed by war contracts, 
soon got under way and further complicated the 
political situation by creating the illusion of 
prosperity. 

As though all this were not sufficiently dan- 
gerous, the country was plunged that summer 
into the bizarre stupidity of an American presi- 
dential clections as practiced at that time. As 
the German armies moved from victory to victory 
and as the war gave promise of developing intu 
one between continents, the American people were 
diverted from the menace of approaching fascism 
by the pyrotechnics of political oratory. Faced 
with the most fearful evidence of the necessity 
for centralized control as a result of the German 
victories, the Republican candidate, a spokesman 
for the banking fraternity, called for less govern- 
ment control and a greater measure of economic 
anarchy, one of the factors that led to the down- 
fall of the older systems in Europe. 

In the meantime, however, millions of dollars 
and much-needed nervous energy was wasted in 
this useless campaign. The thunder of fascist 
artillery and the drone of Nazi planes were 
drowned out for the time being by the stentorian 
voices of thousands of political office-seckers. ... 
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From WILLI SCHLAMM 


To the Editor 


Schlamm Chides Harrison, 
Supplies Him With Some Figures 


From CHARLES G. KRANZ 


To the Editor: 

I can’t help appending these 
remarks to my renewal sub- 
scription blank. I think you 
have a grand paper. The many- 
sidedness of your columns 
constantly stimulates me: the 
crotchety humor of Charles 
Edward Russell, the vitriol of 
Charles Harrison, the nimble 
spanking administered to the 
Communists by Victor Riesel, 


I was somewhat startled last week when I turned to page and the analyses by Willi 


8 for “Where the News Ends’— nd the discussion, too. n 
very sorry for Mr. Harrison, but I simply had to file his 


I’m Schlamm. 











piece, because I shall never find better material to show 
some future arrival to this country an example of what 


Americans have in mind when 
they use the squib “no hits, no 
runs, and many errors.” 

To blame me for not having 
expected a German offensive in 
the West is a bit unfair even for 
a colleague: literally, there was 
not a single military expert in the 
world who did expect it—except, 
of course, Mr. Harrison, who is 
especially good at predicting the 
past, but spoils that great quality 
by quoting incorrectly. So, for 
example, when he _ polemicizes 
against an alleged statement of 
mine that “not by treason, stu- 
pidity and greed” was France 
smashed. I wrote, of course, “not 
only by treason, stupidity and 
greed.” But—Mr. Harrison omit- 
ted merely a single word of four 
letters, and what does one word 
count with a writer who has so 
many of them! 

Where Mr. Harrison reproaches 
me for not having given sufficient 
figures in my analyses—although 
I promised them—I must humbly 
admit that he, at least, would 
really. have needed them, as he 
proves by his writing. In ex- 
plaining the French defeat with 
the bald fact that against Hitler’s 
200 divisions France merely had 
60 at her disposition, Mr. Harri- 
son would be right in a really 
convincing fashion if he only 
were not so terribly wrong. 

The French in 1939 had not 
less than 4,500,000 trained ie- 
servists (outside the colonies), 
which makes 300 divisions. They 
had nine months to bring them 
up into the right positions. I am 
sorry that I didn’t reveal these 
figures to Mr. Harrison in time, 
but he could have corrected my 





failure by asking me for facts 
before he took the trouble to turn 
out a lengthy piece—as wrong as 
it was unfair. 

Although Mr. Harrison’s un- 
fairness is somewhat eased by a 
disarming lack of competency, I 
do not think that the absence of 
knowledge — sufficiently justifies 
the absence of logic. When, for 
instance, Mr. Harrison speaks 
about the “criminal lack” of 
modern war machines in France, 
he should have noticed that he 
merely repeats the statement he 
wished to criticize: that France, 
during the past years, spent her 
budgets for other, certainly far 
more agreeable types of goods, 
instead of spending it for dirty 
war machines. 

And because I wholly appre- 
ciate Mr. Harrison’s longing for 
figures, I might tell him that 
Leon Blum’s government, while it 
increased public expenditures in 
1936 from 40 billion franes to 
18 billion francs in 1937, it de- 
creased the expenditure for air 
armament from 2,400,000,000 
francs in 1936 to 1,200,000 francs 
in 1937, and the amounts for the 
army from 7 billion in 1986 to 
5.9 billion in 1937. 

Why? Not because of treason, 
stupidity or greed. Simply be- 
cause pacifist, leftist France pre- 
ferred to use that money for 
the noble project of fine social 
improvements. Taking the chance 
that my friendly colleague will 
label me once more “a reaction- 
ary,” I want him to understand 
that war machines are built of 


raw materials (which for a coun- 
try like France are available only 


on a limited scale) and with the 
services of qualified mechanics, 
who in France’s most critical 
years (while Germany introduced 
a working week of 60 to 70 
hours) had the inclination—at all 
times a truly legitimate desire— 
to work only 40 hours a week. 

With all due regard for a 
novelist’s very complicated soul, 
I really think Mr. Harrison is 
going too far in his self-torturing 
admiration for Nazi Germany 
when he states in so many words 
that Hitler (what a man!) pro- 
duced miraculous monuments of 
social progress and social justice 
simultaneously with arms; and 
that in Germany, contrary to the 
rotten French democracy, nobody 
was allowed “to disport himself 
at the luxurious hotels at Biarritz 
and on the Riviera.” 

I do not want to spoil love 
affairs, but Hitler is really not 
as good as all that, and during 
the last years these luxurious 
hotels at Biarritz and on the 
Riviera were by far more crowded 
with Nazi big shots and German 
industrialists than by French 
bourgeoise. Strange as it may 
sound, Mr. Harrison: there are 
slight relics of social injustice 
even in Hitler’s Germany. But I 
shall not repeat last week’s re- 
markable front page editorial 
dealing so thoroughly with Mr. 
Harrison’s intellectual difficulties. 

There was at least one sentence 
in Mr. Harrison’s piercing ma- 
neuver against this writer which 
has elements of truth: “Analysis 
is an operation performed with 
the mind, not with the heart.” 
The prerequisite, however, is a 
mind keeping close contact with 
facts and values which sound 
logic and a warm heart have 
approved, 


It was a real bomb this time, not a relatively harmless 
fake like the two which were simultaneously set off outside 
Communist and Nazi offices a couple of weeks ago. Which 
does not exclude the possibility that Thursday's abominable 
crime was committed by the same group who staged the 
earlier performance as a blind. 

It is not for us to voice suspicions—or even strong con- 
victions not based on factual evidence. One thing seems 
morally certain, however. Such outrages are not the work 
of opponents of the totalitarian powers. 


THE AMERICAN TRADITION 
RIGHTLY used, national traditions have real values. They 
make for continuity of progress instead of drifting or 
haphazard adventure. But they are useful only on condition 
that they are not regarded as sacred precepts, to be literally 
obeyed, regardless of consequenes. A tradition which started 
with wisely considered action under:conditions then prevail- 
ing may become a nuisance if adhered to when conditions 
have changed. And anyhow, if we are going to take any 
tradition seriously, we ought to know what it is. 

No, it is not the third-term tradition that we are thinking 
of just now, but the isolationist tradition, which is commonly 
supposed to stem from Washington's Farewell Address, 
modified by the Monroe Doctrine. 

Judging by the utterances of some of our public men as 
well as of sundry youth groups who gleefully chant “‘The 
Yanks Aren't Coming,”’ our high-school teachers of history 
must have been woefully remiss for the last generation or 
two, for we hear men of sixty as well as lads of sixteen 
misquoting the first president's words and quoting those of 
the fifth president very incompletely. 

In 1796, when President Washington announced his re- 
tirement from public life, the condition of this country and 
the situation abroad might have led him, had he been a less 
thoughtful man, to utter some such sweepingly isolationist 
declaration as is now often attributed to him. What he did 
say was much more statesmanlike. These are his words: 

“It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
with any portion of the foreign world;’’ and, a little further 
on: “Taking care always to keep ourselves on a respectable 
defensive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances 
for extraordinary emergencies.” 

Omission of the word “permanent” in the first sentence 
completely changes its meaning. In the second sentence, 
which our isolationists always suppress, even advocates of 
active participation in the present war find George Washing- 
ton on their side—unless, indeed, the isolationists are im- 
pudent enough to deny that there is now an extraordinary 
emergency. 

The Monroe Doctrine came a quarter of a century later. 
In 1821 Tsar Alexander I laid claim to every foot of the 
west coast of this continent down to Vancouver's Island. 
Soon afterwards the Holy Alliance, which comprised the 
monarchies of Russia, Austria, Prussia, France, and Spain, 
and which had been organized in 1915 for the purpose of 
wiping out popular liberties and stabilizing despotism all 
over the European continent, looked further afield and 
planned naval and military action to conquer all the young 
republics from Mexico to Argentina and Chile, which had 
thrown off the Spanish yoke and whose independence had 
just been recognized by the United States. 

President Monroe then gave notice to all the world that 
“the American continents are henceforth not to be con- 
sidered as subjects for future colonization by any European 
powers —in plain words, that this country would resist with 
armed force any attempt by those powers to acquire new 
territory in the Americas or to take back what they had 
lost. In this he had the backing of Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison, his predecessors in the presidency, and of 
John Quincy Adams, then his secretary of state, who suc- 
ceeded him in the White House. 

Every schoolboy knows this. But it seems that a good 
many of our publicists and politicians are not aware that 
President Monroe went further. He did not speak only of 
attempted conquest of our young sister republics. He warned 
against attempts at “‘controlling their destinies in any other 
manner.” And he gave what would now be called an 
“ideological’’ reason for this stand. Referring to the mem- 
bers of the Holy Alliance he said: “‘The political system 
of the allied powers is essentially different from that of 
America."” To leave no doubt as to what he meant, he 
added: ‘This difference proceeds from that which exists in 
their respective governments '—the difference, that, is, be- 
tween autocracies and republics. 


’ 
DELIBERATE PROVOCATION 

HE news that the C.I.O, is determined to go through 

with its plan of forming a city-wide Industrial Council in 
New York reads like a deliberate provocation. 

The Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ union, largest and 
most important C.I.O. organization in the city, has flatly re- 
fused to be associated with the scheme, on the very good 
ground that it is unnecessary and can serve only to accentu- 
ate the bitterness of the A.F.ofL.-C.I.O. feud. 

Any move which sharpens the rivalry between these two 
organizations and thus makes more difficult the efforts for 
labor unity is definitely not a service to the workers of this 
city and nation. 

That the Communists, who constitute the controlling 
factor in most of the unions which would join the new 
Industrial Council, should be active in engineering its for- 
mation is, of course, not surprising. Such an Industrial 
Council would be to all intents and purposes a Communist 
G.H.Q., a center of disruptive activity, wholly in line with 
the Stalinist program of undermining the labor movement 
of the United States as part of the larger objectives of the 
Fifth Column in this country. 

The responsible leaders and members of the C.I.O. owe 
a duty to their own organization and to the country to put 
a stop to this new maneuver of the Communist conspirators 
before it is too late. 


PAINTERS’ UNION ELECTION 

HE election in the Painters’ District Council No. 9 has 
brought back the Communists under Louis Weinstock 
into power. This is the only building trades union under 
Communist domination. Weinstock was elected by a com- 
bination of Communists and Nazis. The 2400 members who 
voted against Weinstock on the straight issue of trade union 
versus Communist control were overwhelmed by some 1500 
voters registered by the Communazi machine on the day of 
election. Who these last-minute ‘‘voters’’ were may be 
gleaned from the old Communist practice of colonizing an 
organization with outside “‘party liners’ and voting cattle 
who have not the remotest relation to the trade and the 
union. Once they infiltrate an organization in large numbers 
it becomes extremely difficult to eject them and the bona fide 
members of the union become subject to Storm Troop con- 
trol. In the instance of the Painters’ Union, the Communist 
party was determined to win the election at all costs because 
it meant retaining its springboard in the building trades. A 
Communist victory was also essential to John L. Lewis in his 
efforts to raid the A.F.ofL. unions in the industry. The 
Communist party is known to have spent large sums of 
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money to win the election. ; , 
The result does not augur well for the painters organiza- 
tion. Considering the circumstances, it will now be a hard 
task to rid the union of the Communazi termites without 
energetic intervention by the International Brotherhood of 
Painters and the American Federation of Labor. Such inter- 
vention would be well justified. Ridding a union of Commu- 
nazi conspirators who fasten themselves upon an organiza- 
tion by methods threatening the very existence of organize 
labor should be as important a responsibility for the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor as driving racketeers from the 
movement . 
The building trades unions in this city are directly an 
vitally concerned. Control of the painters’ organization by 
the Communists and their Nazi associates constitutes a threat 
to the wage and work standards in the building industry. 


A RISKY GAME 
OHN F. CASSIDY dislikes the Jews. So intense is his 


hatred, he has devised a rather unpleasant future for them 
when Der Tag comes and he assumes the fuehrership of this 
nation. So at least he has told reporters during the recent 
months during which he was being tried on charges of 
attempts to overthrow the government. In his milder mo- 
ments Mr. Cassidy will merely tell you that he “intends to 
wipe out all Judaism in these United States."” On Brooklyn 
street corners he is more emphatic and exact, much to the 
delight of his rowdy audiences. 

On Independence Day—when the nation worshipped at 
an altar inscribed with the words “All men are created 
equal’’—a section of the Brooklyn diocese of the Roman 
Catholic Church was host to Mr. Cassidy. Ceremonies oc- 
curred at a rally held under the auspices of the Christian 
Front. 

It has been no parochial secret that Father Curran, head 
of the Catholic Truth Society and Brooklyn diocese leader, 
has approved the anti-semitism of Father Coughlin’s maga- 
zine and of the Brooklyn Tablet, official Catholic newspaper. 

Still we were shocked to learn that sections of the Catholic 
Church had participated officially in the demonstration 
sponsored by the anti-semitic Front. Only a few weeks ago 
Mr. Cassidy had admitted fondness for principles inimical 
not only to the Jews, but to the democratic system of 
government. 

The Christian Front rally was a spirited affair—music 
supplied by the band of St. Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic 
Church. Cassidy shared star billing with the Reverend 
Father Edward Brophy and Leo Healy. 

This cooperation with the Front is certainly not favored 
by the vast majority of America’s 22,000,000 Catholics, 
not looked upon pleasantly by the liberty-loving elements 
among Brooklyn's 2,000,000 adherents to Catholicism. Too 
fresh in their minds are the Hondl report of Nazi atrocities 
in Poland, the jailing and torture of priests and nuns; the 
destruction of Belgium's once powerful Catholic unions and 
parties; the killing of French and Dutch Catholics; the in- 
herent devilry of what Der Fuehrer falsely calls ‘national 
socialism.” 

These clerical hate-mongers are playing a risky game. 
Americans are broadly tolerant, especially in matters. of 
religious belief. In this good-natured country Protestants 
and Catholics can be the best of neighbors and friends. But 
Americans—including millions of American Catholics, we 
believe—dread and abhor clerical influence on the political 
field, especially when it fosters race prejudice and sectarian 
strife or caters to foreign powers. When an American 
community sees this sort of thing it is likely to “‘see red.” 
It is a fact that already the Ku-Klux Klan, from the Imperial 
Wizard down to the lowliest Kleagle, from New England 
to Florida and Colorado, is translating this just resentment 
against Coughlin and the Front into active anti-Catholicism. 

These are threatening symptoms in a nation preparing to 
place itself as the last bulwark between European military 
totalitarianism and freedom, culture, and civilization. 
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